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ing ne~t-kin.~ In other words the author believed he would live on through 
his “next-kin.’’ This whole concept grew out of the view of levirate 

I1 Title-Beyond Asceticism 
Colossians 2:2i6 

Theme-True religion goes beyond asceticism and ritualistic practices; it is a 
new life. 
Purpose-To show how to attain this new life. 

I11 Title-Almost Persuaded 
Acts 26:2s7 

Theme-Procrastination is the thief of time 
Purpose-To show the listeners that great experiences are often missed when 
we procrastinate. 

In this sermon I will assume that Agrippa’s words were serious. Of 
course, it is difficult to tell whether the words of Agnppa are ironical or spoken 
seriously. 

IV Title-Looking Toward The Hills 
Ps. 121:18 

Theme-Cod is always found in the highest and best things of life 
Purpose-To show that God is the highest good. 

V Title-The Misused Covenant 
In this sermon I purpose to show that this covenant is a threat rather 

than a benediction. From this point I will go on to say that man should rise 
above the watchful state: In other words, he should be able to con- 
form in that area where the law does not reach. 

[signed] M. L. King, Jr.g 

AHDS. CSKC Sermon file, folder 36, “Sermon Notes.” 

Sermon Sketches I1 

I Title-“Repentance” 
Theme-Repentance means a [change?] of conduct as well as of heart. 
Purpose-to show that God always reserves for man the possibility of repentance 

4. Keighton wrote a question mark in the margin next to this sentence. 
j. Levirate marriage calls for the closest male relative to marry the widow and to name their first son 

after the deceased man in the event that a husband dies without a son. For illustrations of levirate mar- 
riage, see Deuteronomy z j : j -  io, and Ruth 3-4. Keighton wrote another a question mark in the mar- 
gin next to this sentence. 

6. “Touch not; taste not; handle not.” 
j .  “Then Agnppa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Herod Agnppa I1 (27 

cE-ca. 100 CE) was the Roman-appointed authority in the first century CE over the region that included 
J e d e m .  

8. “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.” 
9. King folded this assignment lengthwise and signed his name on the verso of the last page. 82 
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I1 Title-"Forgiveness"lo 30 Nov I 948- 
theme-Forgiveness does not take auay the fact of sin. But it restores the 
offender to communion with us, which he had forfeited through his offence. 
Purpose-To show that the forgiving spirit is one of the greatest experiences in 
life. 

Theme-There are certain great inevitables in life which cannot be escaped 
Purpose-To show the listeners how to face these inevitables. 

1 6 F e b  1949 

I11 "Facing life's Ine~capables"~~ 

[signed] M. L. KingI2 

AHDS. CSKC: Sermon file, folder 36, "Sermon Notes." 

Sermon Introductions 

Why Religion ? 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Recently, a very serious minded friend of mine asked me the question, why reli- 
g0n?I3 I found myself unable to give a concrete answer to this question, for I had 
never given it a thought. I could have probably answered his question by saying, ifyou 
have religion you will go to heaven, but in reality I know nothing about heaven. Or I 
could have said, if you dont have religion you will go to hell, but personally I dont 
believe in hell in the conventional sense.14 Or maybe I could have quoted sone scrip 
tural passage, but suppose he doubted even the authority of the Bible. He wanted 
sone concrete evidence on the necessity for religion. And so after giving the question 
sone serious thought, I will attenpt to answer it in this sermon. Why Religion? 

Lijie Is What You Make It 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Many people wander into the world, and they pick up everything they can get 
their hands upon looking for life.15 They never get it. What they get is existence. 

I O .  King developed a more complete outline of this sermon using Luke I 5:2o as a text (King, "The 
Meaning of Forgiveness," I 948- 1954, pp. 580-58 I in this volume). 

I 1. For an expanded version of this sermon, see King, "Facing Life's Inescapables," 3 March I 949, pp. 
88-90 in this volume. 

1 2 .  King folded this assignment lengthwise and signed his name on the verso of the last page. 
Keighton gave these three sketches an A. 

13. King developed an essay with a similar theme (King, "The Purpose of Religion," September 
1948-May 1951, pp. 109-1 I O  in this volume). Keighton crossed out the comma after "Recently" and 
added a dash behveen "serious" and "minded." 

14. King explored his belief in the afterlife in "What Happened to Hell?" (January I 96 I ,  p. 4 I I in 
this volume). 

15.  King's announced sermon topic for 25 April I 948 at Atlanta's Liberty Baptist Church \\as "Life 
Is What You Make It" ("Rev. M. L. King Jr. at Liberty Sunday," Afhnfa Daily WwU, 24 April 1948). He 83 
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