
“Other Mountains,” 
Baccalaureate Sermon at Alabama State College 

‘5 May 1955 
Montgomery, Ala 

Delivered at Alabama State College for baccalaureate sermon on May 15, 1955: 

1 Rugged Indimdualism and nahonal isolahonalism 
2 the mountain of meadiocnty in our wnous fields of endeavor 
3 The mountain of hate and bitterness* 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 78, “Keep Movlng From This Mountain ” 

I In a z May 1955 letter, Alabama State College president H Council1 Trenholm inwted Kmg to serve 
as the baccalaureate minister for the college’s May commencement (in Papers z 550-551) and also 
asked Marhn and Coretta Kmg to be dinner guests at his home pnor to the ceremony The day after the 
event, Kmg’s father boasted m a letter to J Raymond Henderson, ”They tell me he swept He i s  already 
in great demand” (in Papers 2 556-557) 

z In his 1960 Founder’s Day address at Atlanta’s Spelman College, Kmg spoke of four symbolic 
mountains that must be surmounted “if ciwlizahon i s  to sumve ” He descnbed “the mountain of hatred 
and wolence” that could be overcome wth  the use o f  “nonmolent resistance” and “the love ethic ofJesus 
Chnst” (Kmg, “Keep Mowng from This Mountain,” Address at  Spelman College on 1 0  Apnl 1960, in 
papers 5 41 1 -4 17) 

“The Peril of Superficial Optimism 
in the Area of Race Relations” 

In thzs outline for a speech befole an aJernoon meeting of the Montgomery Natzonal 
Association fbr the Advancement of Colared Peopb (NAACP) King warns agaznst 
complacency in thejght against pgudzce in the United States and around t h  world 
for “so long as one spark of preJudzce ltes latent in the heart of any white Amencan, 
there ZF a possibility fbr z t  to develop into aflame of zntolmance ’” 

1 Montgomery NAACP secretary Rosa Parks’s notes about the meeting mirrored the points made in 
this outline According to Parks’s notes, Dexter church clerk Robert D Nesbitt introduced Kmg, com- 
mentmg, “He is  a great asset to Montg’ by actlwty in everything for the betterment of the community He 
has launched an intensive campaign in the church for NAACP membership and voters” (Rosa Parks, 
Minutes, Mass meeting at  First C M E Church, 19 June 1955) 2 14 
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I We ike have come a long long way In race relahon in the last few years (Use 
analogy of Football game)2 
A InEducahon 
B In better economic status 
C 

D 

IgJune 1955 

In social integration Segregahon is dylng He is dylng hard, but there is no 
doubt that his corspe awaits him 
All who have contnbuted to these advances should be praised 
(1)  NAACP 
(2) inconspicuous groups 
(3) sincere and ethically minded whites 

I1 But the danger facing the Amencan Negro is that because of these astounding 
advances he wll become complacent and feel that the overall problem is 
solved And wth the further asserhon that that which is not solved wll move 
inewtably toward solution We might fall €& vlctims to the cult of inevltable 
progress 

111 We must be reahsac realizing that the problem might creep back into the wn- 
dow at any t ~ m e . ~  

So long as one spark of prejudice lies latent in the heart of any white 
Amencan, there IS a possibilityfor It to develop into a [strikeout zllegzbk] flame of 
intolerence at the unpredictable moments 

N We must not become so complacent that we forget the struggles of other 
minonhes We must unite wth oppressed minontles throughout the world 
(Afnca & Asia). 

We must be concernced because we are a part of humanity Whatever affects 
one effects all Science has so drafted hme and place distance in chains that the 
has become a literal neighborhood 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 149, “Speeches ” 

2 On another occasion, Kmg elaborated “To use an analogy at this point, since the turn of the cen- 
tury we have brought the football of civd nghts to about the fifty-yard line And now we are advancing in 
the enemy’s terntory The problem for the next few years wlll be to get the ball over the goal line Let’s 
not fool ourselves, thisjob wdl be difficult The oppositlon wdl use all the power and force possible to pre- 
vent our advance He wll strengthen his line on every hand But ifwe place good leaders in the back field 
to call the signals and good fellows on the line to made the way clear, we wdl be able to make moves that 
w111 stagger the imagmatlon of the oppositlon Some mistakes wlll be made, yes, the ball might be fum- 
bled, but for God’s sake, recover it1 Teamwork and unity are necessities for the mnning of any game” 
(Kmg, “The Negro Past and Its Challenge for the Future,” Address at Twelfth Baptlst Church, 1951- 

3 Kmg elaborated on a “realistic position” on race relations in “The ‘New Negro’ of the South 
’954) 

Behind the Montgomery Story, Address on I 7 May 1 9 5 6  (June 1956, in Pupen3 280-286) 

I 
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