
’959 I’m Going To: Procrastination 

In thzs handmtten sermon outlzne, King aduzses agazmt waiting to do the 
nght thing 

Ananius the High Pnest 
Tertullus2 

This text reveals the tragc gulf between knowlege of what is right and the 
doing of what is nght 
a) Quote Socrates4 
Felix failed to see the power and decisiveness of habit 
Another point that we must see here is indecision is at bottom decision We can- 
not remain undecided Felix forget the most perhnacious facts in life, that 
while a man may hold his opinions in suspense he cannot hold his livlng in sus- 
pense We may not succeed in making up our minds, but we cant help making 
up our lives Llfe cannot be reduced to a pure science Pure science does well 
in keeping itself tentative, openminded uncommitted 
(1) define decision 
( 2 )  Life does hold up (Smoking, Wheat 
Felix failed to see that there is such a thing as a lost opportunity 
( 1 )  Time runs out 
(2)  The fact of Death-Kngs die 
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a Ciulizahons- [Arnold] Toynbee 

B 
Amencas danger-Tnplet (racism, nahonalism militarism) 
The Bible tells the story 
a The Lost Sheep5 
b 
c Dives’ 

The man who was a fool6 

1 Kmg penned this outline on the vemo of deacon Thomas H Randall’s August 1959 report on his 
rounds as Dexter’s church vlsitor (Randall to Kmg, August 1959) On the folder containing this docu- 
ment, Kmg wrote “I’m Going to Procrastmation,” and, on the top of the document, Kmgwrote, “I Going 
To ’’ 

2 According to Acts 24 1 -8, the Jewsh high pnest Ananias and the orator Tertullus brought charges 
of sedition against Paul before Felix, the Roman procurator who oversaw the regon ofJudah 

3 Cf Acts 24 24-27 
4 Kmg may be citing a paraphrase of a speech by Socrates found in Plato’s Apobgj 38a “The unex- 

amined life i s  notworth Iiwng” (Plato, Apobg ,  trans B Jowett, in Plat0 [NewYork WalterJ Black, 19421, 

. 

P 56) 
5 Luke 153-7 
6 Luke I z I 6-2 1 Kmg developed a sermon wth this title (Kmg, The Man Who Was a Fool, 6 March 

i961,pp 411-4191” thisvolume,Kmg, S t m g f h t o I m e ,  pp 51-57) 
j Kmg refers to the parable of Dives and Lazarus found in Luke I 6 I 9-3 1 He had developed a ser- 

mon on this topic (see Kmg, “The Impassable Gulf [The Parable of Dives and Lazarus] ,” Sermon at Dex- 
ter Avenue Baptist Church, 2 October 1955, pp 235-239 in this volume) 356 
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C Personal expenence 
1 .  Russel Robertss 
2.  Lillian Smithg 

5 *Pr ‘959 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 83, “I’m Going To Procmtination 

8 Russell A Roberts served as pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Atlantic City, N J and conducted a 
public fast in support of the Montgomery bus boycott (“Fasting and Pravng ” Pzt~~burgh Couner; 24 
March 1956) 

g Lillian Smith was a Southern white wnter whose controversial 1 9 4  novel S/rungeFruzrfeatured an 
intenacial relationship For more on kng’s personal relationship wth Snilth, see Smith to Kmg, IO  

March 1956, in Papers3 168, and note I ,  Dexter Avenue Baptist Chuich to Kmg, 24 October 1960, in 
Papers5 528 

Unfulfilled Hopes 

I 5 A@ 19591 
[ Montgomq, Ala 3 

Kang draws on t h m s f i w n  Frehck Meek’s homzly “ S t r g t h  an Aducraty ”’ In 
an audzc, recordang oflhc? somon, King evpounds on thew ideas usang tk* s t q  of 
the A p t a h  Paul’s “blactcd hopes and shattmd drt-anu ”’ He rtskcts (m attrndrng 
Lzttlr Kork Ckntral Hzgh School’s 1958 commact.mtnt eaerctses (2nd drscnhes 
the “iwatiue” and “dynamic will” of Afncan Ammcc~nr who hime ovem oine the 
(hallmgts oj‘slautry mid rat-zsm ‘Out oftiiesc black m ~ r  and thcse blar k women 
cam sontfithing that k@s the, gentrattons going’’ Ki ng wmarks “Ifthty had turned 
to the jrs t  mt’thod ofbi t tmess ,  i t  uroulrln’t haire c o w  If they had wzthdruwn and 
turn1 d to s i h t  hate, at  ulouldn’t have ( o m  ” 

Unfulfilled Hopes, Sermon outline 

I Our sernion today bnngs us face to face with one of the mo\t persistent realihes 
In human expenence Very few people are priveledged to live life wth all of 
their dreams realized and all of their hopes fulfilled Who has not had to face 
the agony of blasted hopes and shattered dreams 
We may turn back to the life of the Apostle Paul and find ci very potent exam- I1 

i Kmg wrote “Unfulfilled Hopes” on the file folder containinq this outline and also wrote this title on 
his personal copv of Meek’s sermon (Meek, “Strength in Adversity, A sermon preached in the Old South 
Church in Boston,” 1 g Apnl I 953) The j Apnl i g j g  Dexter propam indicates that Kmg preached the 
sermon ‘Unfulfilled Hopes ” 

z Kmg would later title this sermon “Shattered Dreams” ( k n g ,  Draft of Chapter X, “Shattered 
Dreams,” Sfrt.nglhfohe,July 1g6z-March 1963, pp 514-527 in thisvolume) 355 
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