
Sermon Notes and Outlines I1 1953-1954 

“The Relevance of the Holy Spint” 
A very good sermon esp for preachers 
For central points see DeWolf TLC, 272 F I 

“The Meaning of Salvahn” 
Salva~on implies three things 
(1 )  It  bnngs about a new relahonship wth ourselves 
(2)  It bnngs about a new relabonship wth God 
(3) It bnngs about a new relahonsship wth other persons 
See DeWolf, TLC, 287 P 

“The Mission of the C h ~ r c h ” ~  
See DeWolf, TLC, 322F4 

“The Kmgdom as Present and yet to Come” 
Use a double text “The Kmgdom of God is  wthin 
the kingdom ~ 1 1 1  come in the future 
I Definihon of the Kmgdon 
I1 The l n g d o m  As Present 
111 The l n g d o m  not yet 
See DeWolf TLC, 2ggP 

God Is A Spint 
Text “God is a spint 
The assernon has three meaning 

.”7 

I Kmg refers to a subsecuon ofchapter 32 in L Harold DeWolfs book A Theology oj thLiumg Church 
utled “Significance o f  Belief in the Holy Spint ” DeWolfwrote “The doctnne of the Holy Spint is a guar- 
antee wthin the ancient Chnsuan traditlon itself of every man’s nght and obligauon to look beyond tra- 
diuon For there is always ‘new truth yet to break forth,’ not only through new study of the Bible, but also 
through other channels, from the God in whom i s  all truth and who speaks anew in every age” ( A  Theol- 
ogy o/lluLzumgChu7ch, p 273) This document is dated based on the publication date of DeWolfs I 953 
book He tvds k n g ’ s  dissertation admsor at Boston University 

2 Kmg refers to chapter 34, titled “The New Birth” (DeWolf, A Theology ojlhe Living Church, p p  287- 
296) DeWolf examined the importance of being “born anew” from psychologcal, ethical, and t h e e  
logcal perspechves Each of these, he argued, revealed that salvation “involves change wthin the indi- 
wdual, change in his relauon to God and change in his relauon to other persons” (pp 287-288) 

3 Kmg developed a full sermon r r i t h  this utle (see I n g ,  “The Mission o f  the Church,” I 953- I 956) 
4 Kmg refers to a secuon of chapter 37 utled “Purpose of the Organized Church ” DeM‘olf cnuqued 

false concepuons of the church’s purpose, bemoaning those who equate it tath ”the whole kmgdom of 
God,” while noung the church exists to nurture and express Chnsuan love (DeWolf, A Theology ojthe Lzu 
ingChunh, p p  322-326) 

5 Cf L u k e 1 7 2 1  
6 Kmg refers to chapter 35, utled “The kngdom as Present and Groiang ” DeWolfdiscussed a “Defi- 

niuon ofthe Kmgdom,” ‘The l n g d o m  Present,” and “The Kmgdom Not Yet “ He defined the Kmgdom 
as the “reign o f  God“ in which the “supreme uniung pnnciple is love “The kmgdom is, in some respects 
and in some human expenence, already present” for God is present and acuve even now He cauuoned, 
however, that the conunued presence ofsin is ‘gnm ewdence that the kmgdom has not come” (DeM’olf, 
A Theolosy oflhc Limng Church, pp 299-30j) 

7 C f J o h n 4 2 4  567 
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1948- 1954 1 God is above that which is matenal and Physical 
2 God i s  not impeded by the weakness of flesh 
3 There i s  an ethical and rahonal side to his nature 

See Knudson, RTOT, Ch N8 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 50. Sermons Not Preached 

8 In Albert Knudson’s book Tht Rcl igms Teaching of the Old Testament, chapter 4 is tided “The Spin- 
tuality o f  God ” He wrote “The word ‘spintuality’ as applied to God has at least three distinct meanings 
I t  means that God is a spint distinguished from matenal or physical existence It  means that he is free 
from the weakness offlesh, and i s  a supramundane power, supenor to the forces of nature I t  means also 
that there is an inner side to his personality, a raoonal and ethical side, and that it is here that his essen- 
tial nature is to be found” (Knudson, The Religzous Teaching o/the Old Tesfamptlf, p 93) 

Wedding Prayer and Marriage Ceremony 

Ktng my have prepared the following two documents ear4 in hzc career to use as a 

standard payer and cmonza l  text for weddings throughout hzc minutry He may 
have used them to oficiate in one of hujrst  marnage ceremonzes, th t  2 2  August 
1948 wedding of Samuel P Long and Ruth Bussq at Thankful Baptlst Church 
in Decatu?; Georgra ’ 

1 “Wedding Prayer” 

0 God our gracious heavenly father, who art the ongmator of all Me, whose pres- 
ence bnngs happiness to every condihon, whose favor sweetens every relahon We 
beseech thy blessings upon these thy servants as they embark upon the great sea of 
matnmony Grant that the ship of their mamage wll be well anchored and guided by 
the proper compass, so that - 

they wdl be able to emerge successfully into the great 
habor of peace, happiness and oneness Give them a deep awareness of the sacredness 
of this venture In an age when so many men and women would make mamage a 
mere perfuctory act wth no diwne and sacred value, when mynad hollywood would 
anse to make of marnage a mere seasonable plaything which must occur at least four 
or five hmes in a Me nme, in such an age help then to realize that marnage is man’s 
greatest perogahve, for it is in and through it that thou hast gwen man the pnveledge 
to a d  thee in thy creahve achwty Help them to see the pnmacy of love in this venture 
Grant that they wll realize that wthout it a mamge can be dropped into the abyss of 

570 i “Bissey-Long Wedding of Wide Interest in Atlanta, Decatur,”Atlanfa Dady W d ,  4 September I 948 
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