
1948- 1954 1 God is above that which is matenal and Physical 
2 God i s  not impeded by the weakness of flesh 
3 There i s  an ethical and rahonal side to his nature 

See Knudson, RTOT, Ch N8 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 50. Sermons Not Preached 

8 In Albert Knudson’s book Tht Rcl igms Teaching of the Old Testament, chapter 4 is tided “The Spin- 
tuality o f  God ” He wrote “The word ‘spintuality’ as applied to God has at least three distinct meanings 
I t  means that God is a spint distinguished from matenal or physical existence It  means that he is free 
from the weakness offlesh, and i s  a supramundane power, supenor to the forces of nature I t  means also 
that there is an inner side to his personality, a raoonal and ethical side, and that it is here that his essen- 
tial nature is to be found” (Knudson, The Religzous Teaching o/the Old Tesfamptlf, p 93) 

Wedding Prayer and Marriage Ceremony 

Ktng my have prepared the following two documents ear4 in hzc career to use as a 

standard payer and cmonza l  text for weddings throughout hzc minutry He may 
have used them to oficiate in one of hujrst  marnage ceremonzes, th t  2 2  August 
1948 wedding of Samuel P Long and Ruth Bussq at Thankful Baptlst Church 
in Decatu?; Georgra ’ 

1 “Wedding Prayer” 

0 God our gracious heavenly father, who art the ongmator of all Me, whose pres- 
ence bnngs happiness to every condihon, whose favor sweetens every relahon We 
beseech thy blessings upon these thy servants as they embark upon the great sea of 
matnmony Grant that the ship of their mamage wll be well anchored and guided by 
the proper compass, so that - 

they wdl be able to emerge successfully into the great 
habor of peace, happiness and oneness Give them a deep awareness of the sacredness 
of this venture In an age when so many men and women would make mamage a 
mere perfuctory act wth no diwne and sacred value, when mynad hollywood would 
anse to make of marnage a mere seasonable plaything which must occur at least four 
or five hmes in a Me nme, in such an age help then to realize that marnage is man’s 
greatest perogahve, for it is in and through it that thou hast gwen man the pnveledge 
to a d  thee in thy creahve achwty Help them to see the pnmacy of love in this venture 
Grant that they wll realize that wthout it a mamge can be dropped into the abyss of 

570 i “Bissey-Long Wedding of Wide Interest in Atlanta, Decatur,”Atlanfa Dady W d ,  4 September I 948 
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meaninglessness where each peson wl1 expenence the bleekness of naggmg despar, 
but wth it the mamge can be llfted to 

1948- 1954 

the radiant level of Me’s most excitlng venture 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 97 

Mamage Ceremony 

Today you embark upon the sacred seas of matnmony Mamge is not a physical 
arrangement to be entered at wll and dissolved at whim, it is holy ground that must 
be entered reverently Through its portals men and women enter the realm of their 
immortality Indeed, mamage is man’s greatest perogahve, for it is in and through 
it that God has allowed us to aid him in his creative actlwty 

Today you become the hiers of a legacy of togetherness Together you wll dream 
dreams Together you wll make plans Together you wll face moments of unutter- 
ablejoy Together you wll face moments of inespressible sorror Dispair not when 
the inemtable moments of personality adjustment anse, for they may be the s tep 
ping stones to a higher levels of self complehon Be not dismayed when the booy- 
ancy of fulfillment is transformed into the fahgue of disappointment, for this is a 
part of the changmg scenery of llfe Like the ever flowng water of the mer, life has 
i t s  moments of drought and its moments of flood Like the ever changmg cycle of 
the seasons llfe has the piercing chill of its  wnters and the soothing warmth 
of its summers 

If you feel that the fountain of love is running dry in your marnage, seek des- 
perately to fill it anew, for wthout love mamage is like a parched and dryed up 
dessert wthout the refreshing oasis of happiness If you are tempted to stumble from 
the mountain of love, seek passionately to reach the high places again, for wthout 
truth mamge is like a ship wthout a compass 

Love, trust, loyalty and mutual respect are the pillars upon which the temple of 
marnage must be built If these elements are there the storms may come and the 
wnds may blow, but theywll not upset the temple ofyour mamge, for it is founded 
upon a solid rock 
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“God’s Relation to the World” 

[ 1948-19541 
Text Neh. g 6 “Thou, even thou art Lord alone, thou hast made heaven 
earth, and things that are therein . 
Rom 1 1  36 “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things ” 

the 
and thou preservest them all ” I  

i Cf Nehemiah g 6 O n  a notecard, IOng elaborated “Here Nehemiah afiirm emphatlcally that God 57 1 
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