
1948- ‘954 the greatest attaiment of truth, the greatest service of the poor, and the 
greatest salvahon of the soul and bodies of men 

If the Church entered this lund of compehhon we can imagme what a 
better world this would be 

( C )  Suppose the teaching of Jesus should be accepted by the compehng 
nahons of the world, parmularly Russia and Amica. They would no longer 
compete to see which could make the bigger Atom bombs, or which could 
best perpetuate its impenalism, but which could best serve humanity This 
would be a better world 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 50, Sermons Not Preached 

“The Danger of Mis Guided Goodness” 

[ 1948-19541 

One of the basic funchons of the Chnshan Church is to keep alive a certain 
degree of moral sensihaty See the Church must of necessity urge men to 
be good, to be sincere, to be conscienhous. There are basic moral pnnci- 
ples But they are not enough To say of a man that he is conscientious and 
means well, important though that is, does not cover the ground Not only 
must we be good, but we must be intelligent Every man has a moral obli- 

, gabon to be intelligent Quote Socrates2 One of the most dangerous forces 
in the world is misguided goodness 
Some of the most shameful tragedies of human history have been commt- 
ted, not by bad, people, butjby good conscientious people who didn’t 
know what they did 
(1) those who made Scrates dnnk the hemlock 
( 2 )  The crusadesg 
(3) the people that threatned Galilio [ Gulzleo Gulzh] 
(4) The tnal ofJoan of arc4 

I Int 
-A 

B 

(4) 

I Harry Emerson Fosdick, The Hope ofthe World, p 223 “To say of a man there that he i s  conscientious 

and means well, important though that is, does not cover the ground He must not be stupid ” 
2 f ing may be citing a paraphrase of a speech by Socrates found in Plato’s Ap0fog-j 38a “The unex- 

amined life IS not worth livlng ” 
3 The Crusades were military campaigns carned out by European Chnstians intermittently between 

1096 and the late thirteenth century to conquer and convert nonChnstians and recapture Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land 

‘ 4  Jeanne d’Arc (141 2- 1431) led French troops dunng the Hundred Years’ War but was later tned 
and burned at the stake for heresy and wtchcraft Fosdick, The Hope of the World, p 2 23 “The Athenians 
who made Socrates dnnk the hemlock, far from being bad, were among the most earnest, conscienuous, 
religous people of their day So, in intenuon, the crusades were not so much wcked as stupid, the 
people who threatened Galileo wth torture were not wcked but stupid, thejudges at  the tnal ofJoan of 
Arc were not bad but senseless, and over the most shameful tragedies of hlstory, as over the cross of 
Chnst, thejudgment stands ‘They know not what they do 584 
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C The text5 A profound passage comes o u t  of one of Paul’s 
Epistle to gve something of a scnptural sanchon to our theme 

1948-1954 

AD CSKC Sermon file, folder 87, Why the Chnsuan Must Oppose Segregauon 

j k n g  may refer to Romans I O  z as he does in the sermon Sincenty Is Not Enough, 3 June 195 I ,  

p p  I I 9- I 20 in this volume 

“The Unknown Great” 

[ 1948’19541 
I Introducnon 

A In every epoch of human history and in every ciwlizahon there are certain 
names that stand out and that are not forgotten. 
1 Hebrew culture-Moses and Abraham 

Prophets- [ Isazah 71 Jeremiah, Ezeluel 
2. Early Chnsnan-Paul Peter 
3 Greek culture-Socrates, Plato and Anstotle 

Lit. Aeschylus, Eunpedes, Anstophanes’ 
4 Roman cimhzaton-Ceasars Lucresius, Augushne2 
5 Middle Ages- 
The contnbubons of these indiwduals have been great and lashng and his- 
tory would be at a lost Mrlthout them But in every age there have been a 
group of men and women whose contnbutions have been equally 
significant, but whose names have passed into the dim unknown They 
have gone down in history forgotten and unknown They have faded into 
the dark halls of obliwon 

Text-Ecclesiastes g 14- 1 63 

B 

A clear example of this is  found in our text for the morning 
C 
Let us nobce first that the course of history is not changed by the creatwe work 
of a single indivldual but by the cooperahve endeavor of a group of indiwdual 
1 

I1 

The minor prophets prepared the way for the greater prophets4 

I Aeschylus (525-456 BCE), Eunpides (ca 484-406 BCE), andhstophanes (ca 450-ca 388 BCE) 

z Lucreuus (ca 96-ca jj BCE) \as an influenual Roman poet 
3 “There w a s  a little city, and few men wthin it,  and there came a great long against it, and besieged 

it, and built great bulwarks against it Now there was found in it a poor wse man, and he by his wsdom 
delivered the city, yet no man remembered that same poor man Then s a d  I, Wisdom IS better than 
strength nevertheless the poor man’s wsdom is despised, and his words are not heard 

4 Kmg refers to the minor prophets whose lives were documented in the twelve shorter books o f  
prophecy in the Old Testament Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepha- 
niah, Haggai, Zechanah, and Malachi By greater prophets, he  refers to Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel ’ 

were renowned Athenian playmghts 

j 8 j  
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