
medicine 27 In fact, what is more socialishc than the income tax, the TVA , or the 
N R B 28 What w11 eventually happen is this: labor wl1 become so powerful (this was 
certainly evldenced in the recent elechon) that she wll be able to place a president 
in the White House 29 This wll in all probability bnng about a nahonalizahon of 
industry This wll be the end of capitalism 

What wll the new movement be called in Amenca2 I must admit that I dont 
know It might well be called socialism, communism, or socialishc democracy 30 But 
what does it matter anyway, “a rose called by a different name smellsjust as ~weet.”~’ 
The point is that we wll have a definite change. Capitalism finds herself like a los- 
ing football team in the last quarter trylng all types of tachcs to sumve We are los- 
ing because we failed to check our weaknesses in the begnning o f  the game 

[szgnfd] M L lGngJr3‘ 
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14 Sept 1948- 
15 Feb 1950 

“Is the Church the Hope of the World?” 

It IS a common saylng in religous circles that the church is the hope of the 
world This queshon inevltably leads the objectwe mind to a bit of doubt He imme- 
diately asks, “how can the church be the hope of the world when it is the most reac- 
honary inshtuhon in society.”33 In other words, the church is suppose to be the most 
radical opposer of the status quo in society, yet, in many instances, it is the greatest 
preserver of the status quo 34 So it was very easy for slavery to receive a religous sac- 
hon 35 The church is one of the chief exponents of racial bigotry Monopoly capi- 
talism has always received the sachon of the church 

Since this is the case, we must admit that the church is far from Chnst What has 
happened is this the church, while flowng through the stream of history has 
picked up the ewls of little tnbutanes, and these tributanes have been so powerful 

27 heighton inserted “where” after the word “every” and added “d” to the end of the word “socialize ” 
28 The 16th Amendment to the U S Consutution, ratlfied by the states in 1913, authonzed a federal 

income tax The Tennessee Valley Authonty (TVA) was established by Congress in i 933 for the purposes 
of electncal generabon, nawgation, and flood control Kmg may refer to either the National Recovery 
Act enacted in 1933 or the Natlonal Labor Relatlons Board (NLRB) established in 1935, each ofwhich 
sought IO insure fair collective bargaining between businesses and unions Keighton inserted a question 
mark followng “N R B ” 

29 Organized labor played a key role in the elecnon of Harry S Truman in 1948 
po keighton crossed out “might” and wrote “may” over it  
< 3 i  lung paraphrases William Shakespeare, Romeo and Julzt, act 2, sc 2 “What’s in a name’ That 

which we call a rose / By any other name would smell as sweet ” Keighton drew a line to this quotanon 
and wrote at the end of the document, “Want to check this quotatlon’ Romeo &Juliet 11-11-43-4 ” 

‘32 L n g  folded this assignment lengthwse and signed his name on the verso of the last page 
‘33 heighton drew an arrow to indicate that “asks” should come before “immediately,” and added a 

34 keighton added a “d” to the end of the word “suppose ” 
35 Keighton inserted an “n” in the word “sactlon ” 
36 heighton bracketed the phrase “monopoly capitalism” and wrote a question mark in the margm 

quesuoii mark at the end of the sentence 
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15 Feb 1950 

that they have been able to overwhelm the main stream In other words, the church 
has picked up a lot of histoncal uces This is the tragedy of the church, for it has 
confused the wces of the church wth the wrtues of Chnst The church has been 
nothing but the slave of society; Whenever the mores call for en1 practmes, society 
runs to the church to get its sanction 

Therefore, I conclude that the church, in its present state, is not the hope of the 
world I believe that nothing has so persistently and effectwely blocked the way of 
salvaaon as the church On the other hand, the church can be the hope of the 
world, but only when it returns to Chnst. If we take Chnst to the world, we wll turn 
it upside down, but the tragedy is that we to often take ChnsQanity 37 It is ourjob as 
ministers to bnng the church back to the center of the human race But we can only 
bring the church back to the center of the human race when we bnng Chnst back 
to the center of the church 38 

[szgned] M L Kmg Jr 39 

AHDS CSKC Sermon file, folder 36, “Sermon Notes ” 

37 Keighton added an “0” to the end of the word “to ’’ 
38 Keighton circled the word “only” and drew an arrow to indicate that it should have come in 

between the words “race” and “when ”At the end of this essay, Keighton wrote “You are careless in wnt- 
ing,-a charactenstic that seems new1 Personal Comment Beware of malung words carry the burden of 
thoughts Do not substitute the one for the other Would you be wlling to debate your meanings of the 
words ‘Church’, ‘Chnshanity’ & ‘Chnst” It is far too easy to make these things the whipping boys! Don’t 
begin your ministry by takmg this path ” 

39 ffing folded this assignment lengthwse and signed his name on the verso of the last page 

Preaching Problems That I Have Encountered 

[ 29 November 1949-15 Februaq 19503 
[Chester; Pa 3 

Kangpfobably prepared thzr bnef handumtten documat whzle enrolled zn Kaghton S 
course Preachang Problems 

1 Difficulty in preaching on special days that appear in the Chnslan year.’ 
2 Difficulty in applyng the Old Testament to modem llfe 

1 For examples of sermons that ffing drafted for holidays, see Kmg, After Chnstmas, What’ 28 
December 1952, “Cnsis in the Modem Family,” Sermon at Dexter Avenue Baphst Church, 8 May 1955, 
and Questions That Easter Answers, Sermon Delivered at Dexter Avenue Baphst Church, 2 1 Apnl 1957, 
pp 128-129,20g-zi3, and 283-293 in thisvolume, respecuvely 106 
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