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From Roy Wilkins 

8 February 1960 
New York, N.Y. 

Wilkins thanks King fm  participating in the 13-14 January Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights meeting with congressional leaders regarding pending civil rights 
legislation? 

Reverend Martin Luther King 
Montgomery Improvement Association 
530-C South Union Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Martin: 

This is a somewhat delayed word of personal thanks for the enormous help you 
gave to the cause of civil rights legislation by your participation last month in our 
conferences with the congressional leadership I have wanted for some time to say 
this, but the heavy duties attendant upon the legislative battle have been over- 
whelming. 

The delay has at least made it possible to witness the concrete evidence that 
our joint activity has had valuable results. At the time we journeyed to Washing- 
ton everyone was painfully conscious of the low level of public awareness of, and 
involvement in, the civil rights legislative effort. Bulding upon our conferences 
and on the widespread stimulus provided thereby to our respective organizations, 
a highly encouraging response has been developed from the grass-roots. We are 
sparing no effort to see to it that this response continues to expand so that the 
pressure of public opinion will be manifest to all members of Congress until the 
job is properly done. 

I hope to be able to inform you from time to time of the situation as it unfolds. 
The action this week by the House Rules Committee is only the first step in what 
we hope will be a major victory.* 

1 .  Wilkins invited King to the meeting in an 18 December telegram, stating that the Washington 
meeting would be “confined to top leaders.” Civil rights proponents metwith Senate Majority Leader 
Lyndon B. Johnson (D-Texas), Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen (R-Ill.), House Speaker Sam 
Rayburn (D-Texas), House Majority Leader John McCormack (D-Mass.), and House Minority Leader 
Charles Halleck (R-Ind.). Other participants included officials from the National Urban League, Broth- 
erhood of Sleeping Car Porters, American Jewish Congress, National Council of Negro Women, 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Japanese American Citizens League, Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), and the United Auto Workers (UAW) (“Participants in civil rights 
legislative conference,” 13 January-14 January 1960, and “Rights Bloc Fails to End Deadlock,” Nau 
York Tim, 15 January 1960). 

2. Acivil rights bill had languished in committee since August 1959. On 1 February I 960 the House 
Rules Committee voted to act on the pending legislation after igo members of Congress petitioned 
to release the measure. The committee sent the civil rights legislation to the floor on I 8 February with 
a seven-to-four vote. For more on the bill’s progress, see Jacob K. Javits to King, 2 I April 1960, pp. 439- 
440 in this volume. 
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Very sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Roy Wilkins 
Chairman 

Rw:erb 

TU. MLKP-MBU: BOX 644. 

“A Creative Protest” 

16 February 1960 
Durham, N.C. 

On I February four black college students in Greensboro, North Carolina, took 
seats at theE W Woolworth lunch counter.’ Refwed service on the basis o fa  custom 
that reserved seats for whitepatrons, the students continued to sit at the counter until 
closing time. Within a week, several hundred Greensboro-area students were partici- 
pating in sitdown demonstrations, which had expanded to another downtown store. 
This tactic rapidly spread across North Carolina and into other southern states, 
and the Woolworth chain faced picketing at their northern stwes. 

I n  the mi&& of the swelling movement, Durham minister and SCLC board 
member Douglas Moore telephoned King and invited him to speak with students 
involved in theprotest.2 On 16 February, King and Abernathy toured downtown 
Durham lunch counters that had closed the preuiow week as a result of the demon- 
strations.g King’s address to a large rally that euening at White Rock Baptist 
Church was later printed as this pamphlet.4 Pledging SCLCS full  support, he 
advises the students to remain nonviolent and accept jail willingly: “Let w not 
fear going to jail. If the oficials threaten to arrest w for standing up for our rights, 
we must answer b~ saying that we are willing and prepared to fill up the jails of the 
South.” Commenting on this new dimension of the southern struggle, King observes: 
“What iskesh, what is new in yourfight is the fact that it was initiated, fed and 

16 Feb 
1960 

I .  The four protesters were North Carolina A&T College students David Richmond, Joseph McNeil, 
Franklin McCain, and Ezell Blair, Jr. Two years earlier Blair had attended a King speech at Bennett 
College in Greensboro (Jibreel Khazan [Ezell Blair, Jr.], Interview by William H. Chafe, 27 Novem- 
ber 1974; see also Introduction in Papm4:38). 

2. Moore, Interview by Robert Wright, I 2 December 1968. Moore later asked King to write to stu- 
dents arrested at a lunch counter protest in Raleigh and suggested a “non-violent workshop for students 
for either the easter weekend or at the close of school” (Moore to King, 18 February 1960). Moore 
had also corresponded with King during the Montgomery bus boycott (see Moore to King, 3 October 
1956, in Papers 3:393-397). 

3. A scime broke out when Woolworth employees and local police tried to prevent news photog- 
raphers from taking pictures of King in the store (“Negro Told Not to FearJail Terms,” GrembmDaily 
News, I 7 February 1960). 

4. Prior to his address, King met with students to discuss techniques of nonviolence. A student 
spokesman indicated that a “coordinating council” had been organized for the demonstrations (“Ne- 
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