
6 Oct 
1960 

To Eleanor Roosevelt 

6 October 1960 
Atlanta, Ga. 

SCLC’s New York ofice sent this letter convqring King’s thanks to the former First 
Lady for serving LIS a member of the Committee to Defend Martin Luther King and 
the Struggle for Freedom in the South. He asks her to endorse an enclosed mailing 
announcing that the temporary committee had become “a permanent body, to be 
known as the Emergency Committee for the Southern Freedom Struggle.”’ Roosevelt 
expressed her “wholehearted approval” in a I 7 October reply.2 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
55 East 74th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

The days and nights have been so crowded with the unbroken chain of pres- 
sures and the urgent planning of new south-wide struggles, that I have been un- 
able to do many things I have wanted to do,-foremost among which is to ade- 
quately thank you for your invaluable assistance and support in connection with 
my recent legal battle with the State of Alabama.3 

Considering that I was exonerated by an all white jury in the heart of the deep 
south, the victory of course had a significance far beyond my personal vindica- 
tion. It was a resounding defeat of the Reaction’s all out attempt to crush any and 
all southern leadership. Beyond that our joint support of the student sit-ins re- 
sulted in intergration of lunch counters in 70 southern cities in a period of less 
than six months. 

Because of all this the stage has been set for the next dramatic leap forward 
and everything indicates that the south is ready to move-Now. 

In this connection, I am enclosing a draft of self-explanatory letter which I plan 
to send to all the sponsors and friends of the Defense Committee. In as much as 
I have taken the liberty of mentioning your name in it, as you can see, I will not 
send it out until it meets with your approval. To expedite matters I will have Miss 
Maya Angelou, the Co-ordinator of our New York office contact 

I .  King to Friend, 6 October 1960. The finished mailing probably went out on i o  November 
(Willoughby Abner to King, 1 December 1960). 

2. After learning that Roosevelt had replied directly to King in Atlanta, Jack Murray of the New 
York office forwarded this letter and its enclosed draft to King: “We learned that [Roosmelt] has writ- 
ten you in answer. Sending you these copies so you will know what it is all about” (Murray to King, I 8 
October 1960). 

3. For more on King’s trial in Alabama, see King, Statement on Perjury Acquittal, 28 May 1960, 
p. 462 in this volume. 

4. Angelou became coordinator of SCLC’s New York office in the summer of I 960 following the 
departure of Bayard Rustin. She resigned in January 1961 (Maya Angelou to King and Wyatt Tee Walker, 
31  January 1961). 
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Once again, for all you have done, and I’m sure will continue to do to help ex- 
tend the fruits of Democracy to our southern brothers, please accept my deep and 
lasting gratitude. 

Very truly yours, 
[signed] Martin Luther King Jr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I 3 Oct 
1960 

With thoughts of the very best warmest personal regards. 

TLSr. ERG-NHyF. 

“Message from the President” 

1 1  October-1 3 October 1 gGo 
Shreveport, La. 

The typed program for SCLC’S annual conference featured these comments. Held 
in Shreueport, the conference was hosted by the United Christian Movement, under 
the theme “The Southern Struggle and the Amen’can Before the proceed- 
ings began, King told a reporter that support among Shreueport Afncan Ama‘cans 
symbolized “their determination to moue on to the better way of lfe that oJers human 
dignity for During the opening session, Gardner Taylor addressed the conferees 
and Guy Caraiuan of the Highlander Folk School led a ‘freedom sing.” King spoke 
at a fieedom rally on the second nightg 

I am convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt that the philosophy of nonvio- 
lence will redeem the soul of America. There is a great temptation to accept non- 
violence solely as a stratedy, a device; this we must guard against. This is one of 
the chief aims of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference: To broadly dis- 
seminate through intensive training the heart of nonviolence, that our commit- 
ment to nonviolence will not only be as a technique, but shall become for us a 
away of life with love and redemption as its center. 

The other chief aim of SCLC is in the area of voter-registration. Here again, it 
must be recognized that the right and proper use of the ballot is vital in our strug- 
gle for first-class citizenship. The SCLC stands ready to serve in developing and 

I .  At Evergreen Baptist Church, on the first afternoon of the conference, King told SCLC’s ex- 
ecutive board that the organization “initst do something creative this year” (Dorothy Cotton, “Min- 
utes of annual board meeting,” i i October 1960). SCLC’s new executive director Wyatt Tee Walker 
reported that the organization has successfully implemented “some of the basic organizational struc- 
ture that SCLC has so sorely needed” (Walker, “Report of the director to the executive board,” i I 

October I 960). 
2. “Shreveport Cops Arrest 4 Top Civil Rights Leaders,” Louisiana Weekly, 2 2  October igGo. 
3. After the conference closed, SCLC field secretary and conference organizer Harry Blake was 

shot at from a passing vehicle (“Assassin’s Bullet Misses SCLC Secretary,” Pillsburgh CouTiO; 22 Octo- 
ber igGo). 
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