
5 Apr SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP [strikeout ilkgxbk] CONFERENCE AS YOU FACE 

1960 THIS HOUR.‘ WE ARE ALWAYS INSPIRED BY YOUR COURAGEOUS WIT- 

NESS, AND YOUR WILLINGNESS T O  SUFFER I N  THIS  RIGHTEOUS CAUSE. YOU’ VE 

TRANSFORMED T H E  JAIL FROM A DUNGEON OF SHAME INTO A HAVEN OF FREE- 

DOM AND A BADGE OF HONOR. I KNOW T H A T  YOU WILL FACE THIS  SITUATION 

WITH THE SAME COURAGE THAT HAS ALWAYS GUIDED YOUR EPIC MAKING CA- 

REER CONTINUE YOUR GREAT WORK WITH T H E  CONVICTION 8f T H A T  UN-  

EARNED SUFFERING IS REDEMPTION 

(GIVEN B Y  MRS [Maude]  BALLOU) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING J R  

PWc. MLW-MBU: Box 72. 

2. A week after this telegram was sent, King and SCLC associates Joseph Lowery, Kelly Miller Smith, 
C. K. Steele, and Ralph Abernathy wrote Attorney General William P. Rogers urging an immediate in- 
vestigation of Shuttlesworth’s arrests: “Regard for legal rights of Negroes have sunken to a new low 
even for Birmingham when a full time pastor of a church can be jailed held incommunicado for hours 
and charged with vagrancy to prevent him from securing early bail” (King et al. to Rogers, I I April 
1960). Acting Assistant Attorney General Joseph Ryan replied on 25 April and maintained that the 
situation “is presently receiving this Department’s careful attention.” 

To Mary Fair Burks 

5 April 1960 
[Atlanta,  Ca.] 

Underpessurefiom state oficials, Alabama State College president and Dexter deacon 
H. Council1 Trenholm announced on z 6 March that he would purge the college of “dis- 
loyal faculty members” who had supported the s tudat  protests.’ Among those targeted 
were Lawrence D. Reddick, head of the history department, and English teachers and 
MIA stalwarts Mary Fair Burks and Jo Ann Robinson.2 On 3 I March, Burks wrote 
King and requested his assistance in finding work fw the fall. In this reply, King 

1. “Trenholm Plans Purge of ‘Disloyal’ Faculty,” Montgomery Aduertisq 27 March 1960. 
2. Burks and Robinson resigned at the close of the spring semester; Reddick was fired in June (see 

King to Patrick Murphy Malin, Roy Wilkins, and Carl J. Megel, 16 June 1960, pp. 47 1-472 in this vol- 
ume, and MIA, “Repercussions at Alabama State College,”Neusletto; z 1 September 1960). Mary Frances 
Fair Burks (lg14-iggi), born in Montgomery, received a B.A. (1933) from Alabama State College, 
an M.A. (1934) from the University of Michigan, and an Ed.D. (1975) from Columbia University. Fol- 
lowing an automobile accident in 1946, Burkswas struck by a policeman and arrested on false charges. 
This incident led her to become the founding president of the Women’s Political Council, the or- 
ganization that later initiated the Montgomery bus protest. In the late 1940s Burks became chair of 
the English department at Alabama State College and served in that capacity until her resignation in 
1960. She then taught at  the University of Maryland Eastern Shore from 1960 until 1986. 406 
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reassures Burks that he “will do all that I possibly can to assist you and your 
colleagues” and exp-esses his disapproval of Trenholm’s treatment of the faculty. 

Mrs. Mary Fair Burks 
12 15 Tuscaloosa Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Frankie: 

Thank you for calling me Martin in your recent letter. It is always good to break 
the chain of formality. Now I can call you Frankie without any sense of guilt. 

Although I have been separated from you and my other friends by many miles 
I have been with you every minute in concern and genuine sympathy. I know what 
you are going through and be assured that you have been much in my prayers. I 
fear that you are right in saying that President Trenholm will ease the eleven teach- 
ers out quietly at the end of the semester rather than facing it head on at this mo- 
ment. The unfortunate aspect to this approach is that if you are not fired outright 
at this time it will lose the drama and it will be much more difficult for the indi- 
viduals involved to find work. I had hoped that Dr. Trenholm would emerge from 
this total situation as a national hero. If he would only stand up to the Governor 
and the Board of Education and say that he cannot in all good conscience fire the 
eleven faculty members who have committed no crime or act of sedition, he would 
gain support over the nation that he never dreamed of. And indeed jobs would 
be offered to him overnight if he were fired. But apparently he doesn’t see this, 
and realism impels us to admit that he probably will not travel this road.5 

Please know that I will do all that I possibly can to assist you and your colleagues 
in getting work for the Fall.4 My contacts are not too great, but at least I have some 
and I will be using the contacts that I have to the highest degree. I do not know 
exactly what fellowship or scholarship agency to suggest to you at this time. But I 
will be making some preliminary contacts, and as soon as I come up with some- 
thing I will let you know. Your interest in teaching in Ghana sounds very inter- 
esting. I know that there are great possibilities in that area. 

Give my best regards to all of my friends in Montgomery. I hope to be coming 
down that way in the not-too-distant future. In the meantime, I will be at work on 
the possibilities for next school year. Let me assure you once more that you have 
my prayers and support at every point. I am so sorry that such a fine and devoted 
person as you has to suffer so much. I hope, however, that you will go on living 
with the conviction that unearned suffering is redemptive, and that to suffer in a 
righteous cause is one of the most sublime experiences known to man. Since we 

5 *Pr 
1960 

3. The day after writing this letter, King criticized Trenholm in a letter to a Kenyan student who 
was hoping to attend Alabama State. King apologized that Trenholm “has not stuck with his promise” 
to facilitate the student’s admission and added that, given the “turmoil” at Alabama State fueled by 
Trenholm’s decision to appease the governor rather than aid the students, he could “not advise you 
to come at this point” (King to Justus M. Kitonga, 6 April 1960). 

4. The following fall Robinson taught at Grambling College, and Reddick began teaching at C o p  
pin State Teachers College. 407 
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6 Apr 
1960 

are in the midst of the Easter Season you may find some consolation here. The 
darkness of Good Friday has its day for a while, but ultimately there is a third day 
which is a day of resurrected hopes and aspirations. Maybe we are experiencing 
now the darkest hour which is just before the dawn of freedom and human dig- 
nity. This is my faith. 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLKmlb 

With warm personal regards, I am 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX PO. 

To William H. Gray, Jr. 

6 April 1960 
[Atlanta, Ga.] 

On 24 March Gray, pastor ofPhiladel@hia’s Bright Hope Baptist Church, mailed 
King a New York Times article about protests on northern campuses that highlighted 
the role of Gray’s daughter Marian, a student at Vassar College. Gray chided King 
for being a “bad influence” on his daughter and warned: ‘Tfyou don’t watch out, 
my daughter will put you and me off of thefront page, and I am just waiting until 
your daughter gets two years older and she will probably be running forpresident.”’ 
In his reply below, King predicts that the student protesters “will knock some of the 
oldsters out of their state of apathy and complacency.” 

Dr. William H. Gray, Jr. 
Bright Hope Baptist Church 
Twelfth and Oxford Streets 
Philadelphia 2 2 ,  Pennsylvania 

Dear Bill: 

I read of the courageous activities of your daughter in the New York Times be- 
fore you sent the article to me. When I read it my heart was throbbing with joy. 
You see my friend that is that old fighting spirit in you coming out anew. Be sure 
to tell Marian that when she gets ready to run for President of the United States 
I will be on hand to make the nominating speech.2 In all seriousness, 1 think she 

I. McCandlish Phillips, “Campuses in North Back Southern Negro Students,” New Yo& Times, 20 

March 1960. King first met Gray in 1949 while King was studying at Crozer Theological Seminary; 
Gray later helped raise funds for the Montgomery bus boycott (see Gray to Martin Luther King, Sr., 
8 October 1949, in Papers i : ~  IO, and Gray to King, zg February 1956). King’s daughter Yolanda Denise 
was born on 17 November 1955. 
2. Marian Gray Secundy (1938-), born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, received an A.B. (1960) from 

Vassar College, an M.S.S. (1962) from Bryn Mawr College, and a Ph.D. (1980) from the Union In- 
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