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To William Michelson 

3 August 1960 
[Atlanta, Ga.] 

King thanks New Ymk labor official William Michelson for his 2 2 July letter and 
jinancial contribution.' On 18 July, King had wired Michelson and his union 
colleague Cleueland Robinson requesting help to cover legal costs andjines incurred 
by students and ministers working to end segregation in Alabama.2 

Mr. William Michelson 
Organization Director 
District 65 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union 
13 Astor Place 
New York 3, New York 

Dear Mr. Michaelson: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter ofJuly 22,  with the en- 
closed check of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) for the southern struggle which 
we discussed by telephone. 

It is difficult to express the depth of appreciation which we in the' South so 
warmly feel for support of this kind. The students and I have in common not only 
the objectives we seek, but we have both tasted the fierce onslaughts of the official 
machinery of government here in the South. Thousands of students were subjected 
to brutality, arrests and jailings which they faced with quiety heroism. It is proba- 
bly unnecessary to say more in their praise than that both the Democratic and 
Republican National Conventions knew they had to give recognition to these stu- 
dent actions and each convention advanced a considerable distance in its plat- 
form promises. In the attack on me, which was in reality an attack on all militant 
Negro leadership in the South, a significant victory was scored when the jury ren- 
dered a verdict of a~qui t ta l .~  None of these successes would have been possible 
had not devoted people like yourself and your associates organized support so 
promptly and so effectively. 

I hope you will convey my deepest gratitude to all those who worked with you. 
Our fight continues and we here in the South are strengthened by the knowledge 

1 .  William Michelson (ig14-1989), born in Chelsea, Massachusetts, was an organizer and official 
of several New York unions, including the Storeworkers Union Local 2,  the Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union (RWDSU), and the United Store Workers Union. Michelson was elected 
a member of the New York City Central Labor Council's executive board in 1959 and received 
their Distinguished Service Award in 1962. A member of the Board of Trustees of New York City's 
Health and Hospitals Corporation, Michelson helped develop health care benefits for unionized 
workers. 

2. King sent a similar telegram to UPWA international vice president Russell Lasley on 19 July, 
3. See King, Statement on Perjury Acquittal, 28 May 1960, p. 462 in this volume. 494 
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that your determination, like ours, will continue until democratic rights become 
a reality for every person in our land. 

I will certainly look forward to hearing from you as soon as our good friend 
Cleveland Robinson  return^.^ Whatever additional {funds} you can send will be of 
tremendous help in the days ahead. I can never tire of saying that District 65 has 
proved to be one of the most invaluable friends for those of us who are struggling 
in the South to make Democracy and justice a reality. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

g Aug 
1960 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 3 I 

4. In his zz July letter, Michelson expressed certainty that upon the return of secretary-treasurer 
Robinson, the union’s Negro Affairs Committee would arrange “to send some additional funds.”Cleve- 
land Robinson became secretary-treasurer of District 65, RWDSU in 1952. He was elected vice presi- 
dent of the Negro American Labor Council in 1960. 

To John Malcolm Patterson 

g August 1960 
[Atlanta, Ca.] 

King unites Alabama’s governor, expressing “astonishment” that Alabama State 
College president H. Council1 Trenholm had pledged to suppress student and faculty 
activism. Governor Patterson had earlier threatened to fire Trenholm if he proved 
unable to maintain order on campus.‘ At King’s request, Maude Ballou forwarded 
a copv ofthis telegram to Trenholm.2 

I .  Trenholm assured the Alabama State Board of Education that he would “redouble” efforts to 
prevent further demonstrations and that those remaining at Alabama State “will do so because of proper 
conduct.” He also submitted a report detailing the changes at the college since the protest began as 
well as the precautions taken to prevent a reoccurrence. A news report indicated that Patterson “was 
satisfied with the work Trenholm has done” (“Bridle on Outbreaks Pledged by Trenholm,” Moizlgomery 
Aduetttiq z I July I 960; see also King to Patrick Murphy Malin, Roy Wilkins, and Carl J. Megel, 1 6  June 
1960, pp. 471-472 in this volume). In an October article in Ebony, King said that the student sit-ins 
would force college presidents “to make a choice between expediency and a course of action based 
on principle and morality.” He further asserted “that there is no painless way to effect social change” 
and maintiiined that “every president must realize that he, too, is involved in this great struggle and 
that in the process he may lose hisjob” (Lerone Bennett, Jr., “The Plight of Negro College Presidents,” 
Ebo?zy, October 1960, p. 144). 

2. Ballou to Trenholm, g August 1960. King also sent copies to Randolph and Wilkins explaining 
that he had “felt compelled to get some word to the Governor which would indirectly condemn Mr. 
Trenhom for taking such a cowardly position” and asking that they send similar messages to Patter- 
son (King to Wilkins and King to Randolph, both dated g August 1960). Wilkins had previouslywired 
Patterson on I 7 June, conveying his dismay at  the governor’s handling of the Alabama State situation. 
Randolph wrote Patterson on 15  August. 495 
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