
love. And even then you can’t repay it. Because when you survey th& wondrous 
cross on which the prince of glory died, there is  something that reminds you that 
your greatest gain you must count as loss and pour contempt on all your pride. 
And then even after that you find yourself saying, “Were the whole realm of na- 
ture mine, that were a present far too small. Love so amazing, so divine, demands 
my life, my all, and my But not only that. Know that God has the universe 
in His hands. And because of that, segregation will die one day. Because of that, 
all of the lands of Africa will be free one day. Several years ago, forty years ago, 
only two of them were free-that was Liberia and Ethiopia. Today eight of them 
have been added, and in 1960 some more will be added-Nigeria, Togoland, the 
Cameroons, and Somalia.29 And then I predict that fifteen years from now, all of 
them will be free, and there will not be a colonial power existing anywhere in this 
world. Why is all of that? It is because God holds the reins of the universe in His 
hands, and when the light goes out at one hour, it comes on at another with the 
power of His being. And this is the hope that can keep us going and keep us from 
getting frustrated as we walk along the way of life. Let us pray. 0 God our gracious 
[recording interrupted] 
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28. King paraphrases the first and last stanzas of Isaac Watts’s hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross” ( I  707).  

29. In addition to the four King mentions, thirteen other African nations gained their indepen- 
dence in 1960: Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal. 

To James E. Bristol 

30 March 1959 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King thanks Bristol for his assistance in India and describes his subsequent trip to the 
Middle East. Bristol replied on I 6 Apnl. 

Mr. James Bristol 
24 Rajpur Road 
DELHI, INDIA 

Dear Jim: 

This is just a note to again express my appreciation to you for making our re- 
cent visit to India such a meaningful one. I will long remember the fellowship we 
enjoyed together. There is a word in Catholic theology called supererogation which 
means in substance, more than justice requires. Certainly, the hospitality which 
you and your family showered on our party and the detail work you did to keep 175 
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things smooth and orderly were acts of supererogation. I am sure that I will never 
be able to repay you for all that you did for us. However, I do hope that we can re- 
turn some of the courtesy. Our unostentacious home in Montgomery, Alabama 
is always open to you and your family. I do hope that you will come to see us. 
As expected, we found that our work had accumulated tremendously at home. 

This means that we will have to play a game of catch up for the next few months. 
We found things going very well in the South and although the forces of resis- 
tance are still strong, things are happening every day to diminish the barriers to 
an integrated society. 

Our stops in the Middle East proved to be most profitable and rewarding. While 
in Jerusalem we had an opportunity to talk with many people concerning the Arab 
Israeli problem. This, as you know, is still one of the most difficult problems of the 
world. We enjoyed Cairo with its ancient pyramids and Athens with its towering 
acropolis. Our flight from Athens to New York, with intermediate stops, was about 
twenty-five hours. So when we arrived at Idlewild Airport, we were just about ex- 
hausted. It took us about two or three days to get ourselves together. Now we are 
doing very well and back on the job. 

Coretta and Larry [Reddick] send their best regards. We are now in the process 
of getting our pictures developed, after which we will have about three evening 
discussions in the community on India.’ We are looking forward to this with great 
anticipation. 

Please give our best regards to your lovely wife, Dorothy, and your charming 
daughters Tina and Leigh. We were all greatly impressed with your family, and I 
hope the friendship between your family and ours will grow over the years. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLK:mlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 26. 

1. In his 16 April reply, Bristol wrote that he was “glad to hear” that King had enjoyed his Middle 
Eastern travels and continued: “You should have a wonderful collection of pictures, and I am sure 
that your discussion evenings on India should be both pleasurable and profitable for your friends in 
Montgomery.” The Kings and Reddick shared travel photos and reflections with the Dexter congre- 
gation on 16 April (Program, Sunday services, 1 2 April 1959). 
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