
26 May Attorney-General William Rogers 
1960 Department ofJustice 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Attorney-General Rogers: 

I have been informed by an anonymous white person that the names of several 
Negro citizens of Lawrenceville, Georgia have been removed from the voting list.’ 
This person tells me that no cause was given for the removal. It seems that almost 
every name that had colored marked after it was removed. The anonymous writer 
stated that he or she was afraid to sign their name for fear of possible reprisal. 
Listed below are the names of the persons who were excluded from the voting list. 
I would appreciate your investigating the matter at your earliest convenience. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

ENC. 
MLKrmlb 
(Dictated, but not personally signed by Dr. King.) 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 24. 

1. Although the alleged purge of black voters from the county records may have occurred in late 
1959. the Justice Department did not begin an investigation until August 1960 (“FBI Continues Its 
Probe into Voting Records Here,” Lawrenceuille News-Herald, 18 August 1960). 

From James Baldwin 

[26May 19601 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

After being asked by Harper’s Magazine to prof& King, writer James Baldwin 
requests a meeting and raises the possibility of being “allowed to follow you about 
for a day or two” in order “to convqr some dam approximation of what it is like to be 
in your position.” He added: ‘7 am one of the millions, to be found all over the world 
but more especially here, in this sorely troubled country, who thank God for you.” 
Baldwink essay appeared in the February 1961 issue ofHarper’s.’ 

1. Baldwin, “The Dangerous Road Before Martin Luther King,” Harper’s Magazine, February 1961, 
pp. 33-42, Following the article’s publication, King wrote Baldwin that his article had allowed read- 
ers to appreciate “the dilemma that I confront as a leader in the civil rights struggle” (King to Bald- 
win, sGSeptember igGi).JamesArthurBaldwin (1924-1987) wasborn inHarlem,NewYork. In 1946 
Baldwin published his first article in The Nation and by 1948 had become a well-known essayist. That 
same year he received a Rosenwald Fellowship, which enabled him to move to Paris where he com- 
pleted his first novel, Go TellZt On the Mountain (1953). In 1957 he returned to the United States, be- 460 
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Dear Reverend King: 2 6  May 
1960 I certainly do not expect you to remember it, but we met over two years ago, in 

Atlanta. I was then doing a couple of articles about the South, and I am in the 
South again, for the same purpose.* 

I am writing you now because Harpers Macazine has asked me to do a profile 
of you, and I am coming to Atlanta-I do not know whether you are there or not, 
but one must start somewhere-to see if this can be done. I know that you are ex- 
tremely busy and my effort would be to bother you as little as possible. I have read 
your book, and Reddick’s book, so there are many things I will not need to ask 
you.3 If you will permit it, and if it is possible, I would simply like to be allowed to 
follow you about for a day or two, or longer, in order to be made able to convey 
some dim approximation of what it is like to be in your position. 

The effect of your work, and I might almost indeed, say your presence, has 
spread far beyond the confines of Montgomery, as you must know. It can be felt, 
for example, right here in Tallaha~see.~ And I am one of the millions, to be found 
all over the world but more especially here, in this sorely troubled country, who 
thank Cod for you. 

I will be in your church on Sunday, and if you recieve this letter, and if you are 
there, I trust we will be able to talk. 

Very sincerely, 
[signed] 

James Baldwin 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 20. 

coming a commentator on the civil rights movement. Baldwin established a reputation as a social critic, 
traveling on a 1963 lecture tour with CORE and publishing TheFire Next Time (1963), a collection of 
essays. In November 1968 Baldwin spoke at a tribute to King. When he died Baldwin was working on 
a play and a biography on King. 

2. Baldwin, “The Hard Kind of Courage,” Harper’s Magazine, October 1958, pp. 61-65, and “No- 
body Knows My Name: Letter from the South,” Partisan Review 26 (Winter I 959): 72-82. In Baldwin’s 
I 961 essay he reported that he had been surprised that King was unlike ”any preacher I have ever met 
before. For one thing, to state it baldly, I liked him. It is rare that one likes a world-famous man-by 
the time they become world-famous they rarely like themselves, which may account for this antipathy.” 

3. Baldwin refers to King’s Stride Toward Freedom ( I  958) and Reddick’s biography of King, Crusader 
Wifhoiit Violace ( I 959). 

4. Baldwin was in Tallahassee to conduct research for an article on the city’s sit-in movement (Bald- 
win, “They Can’tTurn Back,” M a ~ o i s e l k ,  August 1960, pp. 324-325,35 I ) .  For more on the denion- 
strations in Tallahassee, see King to C. Kenzie Steele, 19 March 1960, pp. 391-39‘ in this volume. 
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