
23 Apr 
1960 

please feel free to stop in to see me. I am on the road quite a bit, but it is alto- 
gether probable that I will be in town if you happen to come through. 

Best wishes and God’s blessings upon you in all of your endeavors. 

Very sincerelyy yours, 
Martin 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 8, 

To Benjamin J. Davis 

2 3  April 1960 
[Atlanta, Ga.] 

Following King’s perjury indictmat, black Communist Benjamin Davis reminded 
him that threats of impnsonment used to silence dissent have “ n e w  succeeded in 
stopping the march forward of the people.*’ Davis assured King that, “while we 
struggle to save this Martin Luther King, others will arisefiom your example, until 
they do not have enough Fans to hold the Martin Luther Kings.” In this response, 
King thanks Davis for his encouragement and promises to w i t e  the federal parole 
board in support of parole for Communist Party leader Henry Winston.2 

Mr. Benjamin J. Davis 
7 IO  Riverside Drive 
New York 3 1, New York 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

This is just a note to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of recent date. I 
would have answered it long before now, but an extremely crowded schedule stood 
in my way. 

Your words are always encouraging, and although we do not share the political 
views I find a deeper unity of spirit with you that is after all the important thing. 
In the midst of the constant harrassment and intimidations and threats that I face 
as the result of my involvement in the civil rights struggle I often find myself ask- 

I .  Davis to King, April 1960. Davis, an Atlanta native and acquaintance of King, Sr., wrote King in 
September 1958 following his arrest in Montgomery for loitering (see Davis to King, 4 September 
1958, in Pupms4:485-486). 

2. On the same day he wrote this reply to Davis, King urged the chair of the U.S. Board of Parole 
to release Winston; less than two weeks later King received word from the Board of Parole that Win- 
ston’s application had been denied (King to George J. Reed, 23 April 1960, and William K. McDer- 
mott to King, 3 May 1960). In letters of 20 August 1959 and 1 2  February 1960, Davis had solicited 
King’s aid in the campaign to free Winston, who was among eleven leaders of the Communist Party 
convicted in 1949 for violating the Alien Registration (Smith) Act of 1940 for advocating the over- 
throw of the US. government. President Kennedy commuted Winston’s sentence in 1961. By that 
time Winston had lost his eyesight due to a untreated brain tumor. 442 
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ing “Is it worth it?” But then a friend like yourself comes along with an encourag- 
ing word and this gives me renewed courage and vigor to carry on. So I have learned 
to live now with the conviction that unearned suffering will in some way contribute 
to the ultimate realization of the ideal of brotherhood and human dignity. 

Please forgive me for not writing the letter on the Winston matter. I have been 
planning to do it for lo these many weeks, but the pressures of recent events have 
caused me to overlook so many things that I should have done. I will get this let- 
ter off immediately. I think it is both immoral and tragic for a nation to allow any 
human being to face such an inhuman situation. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 
MLICmlb 

27 Apr 
I 960 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box a3A. 

“Suffering and Faith” 

27 April 1960 
Chicago, Ill. 

Upon reading the draft of King’s essay “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence,” Christian 
Century editor Harold Fq urged him to include material drawn &om personal 
experiences: “You have been maligned, arrested and detained. You were stabbed. You 
say nothing about such sufferings, which must surely have had some influence on 
your thought.”’ King added these four paragraphs, but thq  arrived too late for 
inclusion in the article published on 13 April.2 

Some of my personal sufferings over the last few years have also served to shape 
my thinking. I always hesitate to mention these experiences for fear of conveying 
the wrong impression. A person who constantly calls attention to his trials and suf- 
ferings is in danger of developing a martyr complex and of making others feel 
that he is consciously seeking sympathy. It is possible for one to be self-centered 
in his self-denial and self-righteous in his self-sacrifice. So I am always reluctant 
to refer to my personal sacrifices. But I feel somewhatjustified in mentioning them 
in this article because of the influence they have had in shaping my thinking. 

Due to my involvement in the struggle for the freedom of my people, I have 

I .  Fey to King, 3 I December I 959. 
a. An editor’s note preceded the essay: “In his article for the series titled ‘How My Mind Has 

Changed,’ Martin Luther King, Jr., said nothing about his reaction to his personal perils (see the Cat- 
tury for 1 3  April). Before publishing the article, we asked him to consider whether or not his experi- 
ence with danger and suffering had affected his thinking, and if it had, to add comments along this 
line. His comments arrived after his article had gone to press, so we publish them herewith” (see also 
Ballou to Fey, 7 April 1960). 443 
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