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gle for freedom and human dignity. In fact, there is no other lasting way. I have 
returned to America with a greater determination to achieve freedom for my 
people through nonviolent means. As a result of my visit to India, I believe that 
my understanding of nonviolence is greater and my commitment deeper. I have 
tried to get this message over America since I have returned to the country. 

I might say to you that I was greatly impressed with your ability to interpret 
Gandhi. Out of the many people that I talked with in India, I left with the feeling 
that you had interpreted the life and teachings of Gandhi to us better than any- 
body else. Your clear, concise, and profound interpretations left an indelible im- 
print on my thinking. For this, I am deeply grateful to you. 

You have my prayers and best wishes for continued success in the great work 
that you are doing through the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi. I was tremendously moved 
by the powerful, aggressive, and positive manner that the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi 
is going about to preserve the works and philosophy of the great saint. I will cer- 
tainly want to keep in touch with you and your colleagues. 

Please give my best regards to all of the fine people that it was my privilege to 
meet in India. I hope to get around to writing most of them personally very soon. 
Be sure to extend my best wishes to your charming and scholarly wife. It was a 
great delight to spend a few hourswith her at Gandhigram? My wife, Coretta, and 
Dr. L. D. Reddick, join me in sending their best regards. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLK:b 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 26. 

2. Ramachandran and his wife, T. S. Soundram, founded Gandhigram at Madurai as a rural col- 
lege rooted in Gandhian principles. 

From Hilda S. Proctor 

22 May '959 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Proctm, who served as King's secretary in the spZng of 1958 while Maude Ballou 
was on maternity leave, reports attending a Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) 
meeting in Hawaii, where she had recently relocated. Those in attendance discussed 
FOR$eld secretary Glenn Smilqr 's contribution to the Montgomery bus protest. King 
replied on I June.' 
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1. See pp. 2 18-2 19 in this volume. 
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Dear Martin: 22 May 
‘959 I have just come from an FOR meeting where your book was reviewed by one 

Reverend Donald Gaylord of the Pearl Harbor Community Church. I was invited 
to tell the people “just what is Martin Luther King like?”, or I should say, to an- 
swer that question. 

It is odd that all across the country, in places where I have stopped, people have 
asked me that question more than any other. . . . like, “do you think they are mak- 
ing any progress down there?” 
As you have said to me, I am, at times, inclined to be cynical . . . This might 

come from my long experience with people. Anyway, I have detected a note of re- 
luctance on the part of many white people to come right out and declare that what 
you represent is not only for “you people” but for all mankind. 

Today, at this meeting, a Haole (white) woman said. “Of course, you know that 
Glenn Smiley was down there for a long time working with the people and teach- 
ing them about passive resistence, so that when this bus problem arose, it was just 
the culmination of his work and Martin Luther King’s work was made easier for 
Glenn having been there. 

I don’t know whether or not I was wrong, but I told them all that I doubted that 
any of the people in Montgomery had even heard of non-violence until Martin 
Luther King taught it to them. I explained that white people just do not go into 
Mountgomery and teach the Negroes anything. . that is live among them, organize 
them and teach them non-violence. Then a Chinese or oriental woman spoke up 
and said that she agreed that Glenn had laid the foundation for your boycott suc- 
cess. The only other Negro there, Shelton Hale Bishop, retired from St. Philips 
Church in Harlem spoke up and said that he doubted seriously if the people had 
heard anything about Glenn Smiley until AlTER THE BUS BOYCOTT.’ 

This is one of the things that I do not like about the FOR and why I resigned. 
It is a parasite organization. . . moves in on something that someone else has done. 
I have found this to be true since I joined the Fellowship of Youths for Peace in 
my ’teens. 

I am sending, under separate cover, a book which belongs to the Rev. Gaylord 
and which he would like to have you autograph and return to him directly at Pearl 
H a r b ~ r . ~  

Also, I am enclosing a check for two books and postage. Please autograph them 
and send them to 

Mrs. Aiko T. Reinecke4 
1555 Piikor Street 
Honolulu 14, Hawaii 

2. Shelton Hale Bishop, a priest and chairman of the Honolulu chapter of FOR, moved to Hawaii 
in 1957 after retiring from St. Philip’s, the largest Episcopal church in the country. He hosted King 
during his September visit to Hawaii (see King, Address to the House of Representatives of the First 
Legislature, State of Hawaii, on 17 September 1959,  pp. 277-281 in this volume). 

3. Donald F. Gaylord was the minister at Pearl Harbor Community Church in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
In a 27 July 1 9 5 9  letter, he thanked King for his “kindness in autographing my copy of  your book.” 

4.  Aiko Reinecke and her husband, John, longtime civil rights and civil liberties activists, were fired 
from the Honolulu schools in 1948 for their suspected affiliation with the Communist Party. 
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25 May 
1959 

Mr. Zenichi Abe5 
P.O. Box 88 
Waipahu, Oahu 

They are going to try to raise some money to have you come to Hawaii to speak 
in the fall when you are in California. Can you do it? 

If it will make Maud feel “any ways happy”, they asked how come you did not 
mention me in your book for credit-giving as they did her. I told them that she 
was the REAL secretary. , . . . I was just a sort of stop-gap. 

Please give my love to Coretta and tell her to come here with you and sing. She 
has all the ingredients that make up a breathtaking Hawiian lass. . . . long “blow” 
hair; color, beauty, smile and. . . . hips to swing to the hula-hula. 

Please also give my best to Betty. I wanted to send her a card from here, but 
forgot her last name. 

I know you haven’t the time to read all this, but I’ll send it anyway. 

Cordially, 
[signed] Hilda 

P.S. My black ribbon has a hole in it, hence the red. 

T U .  MLKP-MBU: BOX 33A. 

5. Abe was a trade union activist and a pacifist. 

To Lewis Happ 

25 May ’959 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In a 9 May kttq Happ wrote ofhis hurt andfrustration at reading stories of 
racist incidents in the Montgomery Improvement Association’s newsletter: “I begin 
to read where that some injustice have been done to my peoples and there is absoluty 
nothing done about it but singing and praying and reading scripture lessions.” 
Happ continued, “its just makes my heart ach to just see us drift back in to slavery 
agane. ” 

I .  The 30 April issue of the newsletter described two incidents of racist violence that would not be 
prosecuted because blackvictims and witnesses feared retribution (MIA, “Fear-ARoadBlock to Free- 
dom,” Nezusletter, 30 April 1959; see also “Police Brutality as a Pattern” in the same issue). 
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