try. However, we are glad to say that while there we received a most enthusiastic
reception and the most generous hospitality imaginable. Almost every door was
open so that our party-Mrs. King, Dr.L. D. Reddick and myself-was able to see
some of India’s most important social experiments and talk with leaders in and
out of Government, ranging from Prime Minister Nehru to village councilmen
and Vinoba Bhave, the sainted leader of the land reform movement. We are most
grateful to the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi which extended the official invitation and
the American Friends Service Committee which helped to arrange the t o w 2
Since we are often asked our impressions, we venture two generalization.
First, America and other nations of the West should extend generous economic
and technical aid to India immediately. The Government and people of India are
trying desperately to solve their grave problems of unemployment, food shortages,
housing, etc., through democratic means. They need help but will not accept it if
strings are attached to it. Our impression is that unless the problems of India can
be solved through democratic means soon, the people there may turn to Communism or a Military dictatorship. America and the West should help India because she needs help; not as a part of an anti-communist campaign, even though
the effect of this aid will help save one of the great nations of the World for
democracy.
Secondly, we found the problem of the untouchables in India to be similar to
the race problem in America. Even so India appears to be integrating its untouchables faster than the United States is integrating its Negro minority. Both
countries have Federal Laws against discrimination but in India the leaders of Government, of religious, educational and other institutions have publicly endorsed
the integration laws. This has not been done so largely in America. For example,
today no leader in India would dare to make a public endorsement of untouchability. But in America, every day some leader endorses racial segregation.
India’s faster progress is thus a challenge to us, for many Indians are convinced
that unless America solves its race problem soon, America will lose prestige greatly
in the eyes of the World.
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2. Corinne Johnson later complained that AFSC had not received a copy of this statement beforehand and suggested “that the Kings and Bayard might have felt that we would have wanted a stronger
exposition” of the committee’s sponsorship of the trip (Johnson to Bristol, 26 March 1959).

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project
From Myles Horton
20 March 1959
Monteagle, Tenn.

Highlander Folk School director M y h Horton updates King on the Tennessee
kgislaturek inuestigation of the kadership training school. Shortly after Kings
September 1957 address at Highlan& the Georgia Commission on Education
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published a report alleging that the school was a Communistfionl organization.’
For the next several years, southern state ojicials and segregationist groufis used the
allegations to thwart Highlander’s efforts to promote racial and economicjustice.

Dr. Martin Luther King
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
454 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama
Dear Martin:
I noticed that you had returned from your trip to India which I know you must
have enjoyed.
While you were away, the Tennessee legislature investigated Highlander, as you
will see from the enclosures. I am sending you a copy of the Nashville Tennessean
which carries a feature story on the investigation and an article by Joe Hatcher,
the Tennessean’s veteran political reporter.*
There are two reasons why I think you will be interested. One, your interest in
Highlander, and two, the fact that your name came up, both in the questioning
and in the final report. You were listed along with Aubrey Williams, Jim Dombrowski, Pete Seeger and Abner Berry, as proof of Highlander’s Communist conn e c t i o n ~I. ~assured the committee that while we were very proud of your having
been at Highlander, they were mistaken about your being subversive. Frankly however I do not think they were greatly impressed by my efforts to set the record
straight.
The present status of the investigation is a recommendation from the state legislature that legal proceedings be taken to cancel Highlander’s charter and to find
me and put me in jail if the evidence warrants4 It will not be surprising to you to
learn that they dropped the charges of subversion and just decided to close Highlander anyway.
I hope I will have an opportunity to sit down and talk to you about more important matters someday.
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1. Georgia Commission on Education, “HighlanderFolk School: CommunistTraining School, Monteagle, Tenn.,” October 1957. For King’s Highlander address, see “A Look to the Future,” Address Delivered at Highlander Folk School’s Twenty-fifth Anniversary Meeting, 2 September i 957, in Papers
4~269-276.
2 . Horton probably enclosed the 5 March edition containing the articles “Horton Denies Bennett
Charge” by Garry Fullerton and “Can Probers Prolong Dull Show?”by Joe Hatcher.
3. Barton Demet et al., “Committee report to the members of the eighty-first session of the general assembly of the state of Tennessee,” 6 March 1959.Williams, a resident of Montgomery, was a former New Deal administrator and president of the Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF).
Domhrowski, executive director of SCEF, had once served on Highlander’s staff. Pete Seeger, a folk
singer who was blacklisted in the 1950s for his political activities, helped popularize the civil rights anthem “We Shall Overcome.” Berry was a reporter for the Daily Wmkq a Communist Party newspaper.
All were at Highlander during the weekend of King’s 1957 address.
4. For more on the State of Tennessee’s efforts to close Highlander, see Anne Braden to King, 23
September 1959, pp. zgo-zg3 in this volume.
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Cordially yours,
[signed] Myles
Myles Horton
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Palm Sunday Sermon
on Mohandas K. Gandhi,
Delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
[ 2 2 March 19391
[Montgomery, Ala.]
Returning to his pulpit aper an absence of nearly two months, King discusses the life of
Gandhi, suggesting that “morethan anybody else in the m o b world” he had “caught
the spirit ofJesus Christ, and lived it more completely in his life.”R e f i n g to Gandhi as
one ofJesus’s “othershe@,’’ he observes that “it is one of the strange ironies of the modern world that the greatest Christian of the twentieth century was not a member of the
Christian church.” King continues by comparing the lives of three martyred l e a k , Jesus,
Gandhi, and Abraham Lincoln, noting that the latter two were shot for their e f f i “to
heal the woundc of a divided nation.” He concludes with a warning: “Godgrant that
we shall choose the high way. Even if it will mean assassination, even i f it will mean
crucifixion,for by going this way we will discover that death will be only the beginning
of our influence.” This transnipt is drawnJiom an audio recording of the service.

To the cross and its significance in human experience. This is the time in the
year when we think of the love of God breaking forth into time out of eternity.
This is the time of the year when we come to see that the most powerful forces in
the universe are not those forces of military might but those forces of spiritual
might. And as we sing together this great hymn of our church, the Christian church,
hymn number 191,let us think about it again:
When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the prince of glory died,
I count my richest gains but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

A beautiful hymn. I think ifthere is any hymn of the Christian church that I would
call a favorite hymn, it is this one. And then it goes on to say, in that last stanza:
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That was a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my all and my all.’

I.

Isaac Watts, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ( I 707).
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