
I appeal to you to hlep us make the most of the historic opportunities before 
us. PLEASE SEND WHATEVER CONTRIBUTION YOU CAN AFFORD TODAY. 
Speed your gift now in the enclosed envelope. NO POSTAGE IS NECESSARY. In 
addition to your immediate contribution, I would also like to urge you to make 
an annual pledge to our organization. Also, have your church, club, or other or- 
ganization to do likewise. This will keep our work going on a substantial basis. The 
pledge card is enclosed-please return it todaywith your contribution. As you write 
your check think of a few of our heroic board members such as Daisy Bates, Fred 
Shuttlesworth, C. K. Steele, Ralph D. Abernathy, only to mention a few, and the 
heroic students of the South. If they can face jeering and hostile mobs and suffer 
brutal and nightmarish bombings to advance justice, how can you and I be less 
generous in our support? 

Yours for the cause of freedom, 
[signed] Martin Luther King Jr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
President 

Attest: Ralph D. Abernathy 
Financial Secretary-Treasurer 

MLKAmh 
Enclosures: 2 

P.S. If you receive more than one of these letters, then please pass it on to 
a friend. 

20 Ju ly  
1960 

THLS. ERC-NHyF 

From Ella J. Baker 

20 July 1960 

Shortly before resigning as executive director, Baker recommends that Bob Moses be 
sent l o  assist leaders 0fSCLCk Louisiana affiliate, the United Christian Movement.’ 
Moses, a high school math teacher, had come to know Baker while volunteering at 

I .  Baker cited “the need for some extended rest” and upcoming cataract surgery as reasons for 
her I August resignation (Baker, Form letter to Friend, 3 1  J d y  1960). Robert Parris Moses (1935- ), 
born in New York City, received a B.A. ( I  956) from Hamilton College and an M.A. ( I 957) froin Har- 
vard University. While teaching math at Horace Mann School i n  New York City from 1958 to I 961 ,  
Mosesvolunteered for SCLC and other civil rights organizations. He began working fiill-time for SNCC 
i n  I 96 I ,  moving to southwestern Mississippi to develop voter registration and education projects, and 
was named co-director o f  the Council o f  Federated Organizations (COFO) i n  I 962. Moses developed 
the idea that germinated into the I 964 Mississippi Summer Project and the Mississippi Freedom Dem- 
ocratic Party (MFDP). Following the MFDP’s failure to unseat the state’s all-white delegates at the I 964 
Democratic National Convention in  Atlantic City, Moses left Mississippi. In 1966, he went to Canada 
to avoid the draft, and two years later traveled to Tanzania to teach mathematics. He returned to the 
United States in 1976 and founded a math literacy program, the Algebra Project, with a five-year 
MacArthur fellowship he was awarded in  1982. 

’ 
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20 July 
1960 

SCLCS Atlanta headquarters during the summer; he had previously worked with 
Bayard Rustin in New York on behalf of SCLC.= Later that summq Moses traveled 
to Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama recruiting students to attend thefall SNCC 
conference? 

TO: Dr. Martin L. King 
FROM: Ella J, Baker 
RE: Mr. Robert Moses-Shreveport, La. 

I talked with Dr. Simpkins in Shreveport, last night, d he indicated that spe- 
cial voter-registration efforts will be made during the month of August, covering 
the North Louisiana area.4 Simultaneously, the United Christian Movement will 
be helping to process complainants who might be used if a hearing by the Civil 
Rights Commission is re-~cheduled.~ Representatives from the Commission 
presently, are in the area, and it appears that a hearing might be held later. In 
light of this, Mr. Robert Moses might be helpful, and gain some value experience, 
working with Rev. Blake and Dr. Simpkins.6 

It is planned that students will be used in the person-to-person contacts for voter- 
registration in the area. 

Attached hereto is a memorandum on the comparative cost of, and time in- 
volved in travelling from Atlanta to Shreveport, Louisiana, in the event you wish 
to consider having Mr. Moses go.’ 

TL. MLKP-MBU: Box 3 1. 

2 .  Moses had been encouraged by Wyatt Walker to become involved with SCLC’s New York office 
during a spring 1960 mass meeting in Newport News, Virginia (Moses, Interview by Clayborne Car- 
son, 29 March 1982). 

3. For more on SNCC’s fall conference, see King, Outline, The Philosophy of Nonviolence, I 4 Oc- 
tober 1960, pp. 520-52 1 in this volume. 

4. Cuthbert 0. Simpkins, a Shreveport dentist, was a member of SCLC’s executive board. He helped 
co-found the United Christian Movement in the spring of 1957 and shortly thereafter became the or- 
ganization’s president. 

5. SCLC, the United Christian Movement, and other Louisiana-based organizations had sent seventy- 
eight “complaints of denial of voting rights” to the Civil Rights Commission in late 1959. A public 
hearing was scheduled to take place in Shreveport on 13 July 1959 but was blocked by the State of 
Louisiana (SCLC, The C w u h ,  November 1959). The Civil Rights Commission held hearings in New 
Orleans in September 1960 and May 1961. 

6. Harry Blake became SCLC’s first field secretary in March I 960. 
7. Ernestine Brown, Memo to Baker, 20 July 1960. 
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