
20 Feb 
1960 

[King]: Yes, it is true that that came out. I own only one piece of property in 
the world, and that is a 1954 Pontiac. I am renting the house that we live in at the 
present time. And I have no plans to buy a house, and I have no plans to build a 
house in the foreseeable future. 

[Interviewer] : 
[King]: 

Have your income tax returns been investigated before? 
Oh yes, they have been investigated two or three times before. This 

is nothing new. Investigations have taken place before. And the last time the state 
came and said that since I was leaving the state they wanted to make this audit. 
And the man who made the audit made it very clear to me, over and over again, 
that my returns were thoroughly honest and as accurate as anyone could make re- 
turns, but he also admitted that he was under pressure from his superiors to bring 
some charge.’This was one of the last things I heard from him when we were [record- 
ing interrupted] 

F. WSBA-GU. 

7. King refers to the investigation conducted by Alabama state revenue agent Lloyd Hale. Hale later 
testified that he did not believe King had committed fraud on his tax returns (Arthur Osgoode, “State 
Rests King Trial Testimony,” Montgomery Advertiser, 27 May 1960). 

From E. D. Nixon 

2 0  February 1960 
Montgomery, Ala. 

The former treasurer of the MIA afirms his support far King and challenges any 
suggestion that King improperly handled funds intended for the civil rights struggle.’ 

Dr. M. L. King, 
563 Johnson Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Sir; 

How are you and Mrs King and the whole family fine I hope aside from a little 
cold we are fair, well I visited last evening with Rev. Abernathy, in his office and I 

I .  Nixon had resigned his position as MIA treasurer in 1957. Many years later, Nixon recalled leav- 
ing the organization because he “disagreed with how the records were kept” (Steven M. Millner, “The 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, A Case Study in the Emergence and Career of a Social Movement,” in The 
Walking Czty, ed. David J. Garrow [Brooklyn, N.Y.: Carlson Publishing, 19891, p. 550; see also note I 

to Nixon to King, 3 June 1957, in Papers 4:2 17). 
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talk to Atty. [Fred] Gray, and Mrs [Ema]  Dungee, to see if there is anything that I 
can do, because I feel that you is charge with Money that was not yours, for an in- 
stance the $5000.00 that we draw out of the Alabama National Bank, you got the 
Money but i t  was not yours, the Money we sent you or was paid to you to go to 
places was not your money, and some time you paid bills with your money and was 
renibursed for the money you spent that would mean that you would be charge 
twice, 

Now you must check everything there is to check, keep your mind open do not 
feel bad about these white people my Lord and your is able to over all unjust, keep 
the faith, Two things I can Say is that you did not handle any money of the Orga- 
nization, you did not pay any bill’s and the only money that was paid to you was 
for Organization expense. 

You have my pray, and more than me have complete faith in you with reference 
to any money Matters. 

Youre In Christ 
[signed] 
E. D. Nixon 

2 I Feb 
1960 

TU. MLKP-MBU: BOX 49A. 

From Cynthia and Julius Alexander 

[ 14 February-2 I February 19601 
Montgomery, Ala. 

The Alexanders, Dexter Church congregants, share with King their response to hisfirst 
sermon as co-pastor of Ebenerer Baptist Church.’ They also report hearing news that 
King had been indicted on I 7 February for perjury.2 The Alexanders bemoan King’s 
perjury indictmat, commenting “that many months ago you said we must be prepared 
to face some real dark days erefieedom comes.” 

Dear Pastor, 

This has been a rather dreary Sunday, raining continuously; Sunday School at- 
tendance was fair, so was Church attendance. Our minister for the morning ser- 

I.  Julius J. Alexander ( I 901-1983) was born in Montgomery and left home to complete high school 
in Washington, D.C. He returned to Montgomery to join his father’s construction contracting firm 
and eventually set up his own business in specialty carpentry work. Alexander served as a church dea- 
con and participated in several church committees during King’s tenure. Hiswife, Cynthia Drake Smith 
Alexander ( 1  899-1 ggi), was secretary to Alabama State College president H. Council1 Trenholm and 
served as vice chair of Dexter’s Courtesy Committee. 

2. Although the letter is dated 1 4  February, many of the events described in it, including King’s 17 
February arrest, took place after that date. 
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