
1 June 

‘959 
To Hilda S. Proctor 

1 June 1959 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King replies to Proctor’s 22 May letter in which she complained about FOR? 
exaggeration of Glenn Smilty ’s contributions to the Montgomery bus boycott.’ 

Mrs. Hilda S. Proctor 
2088 Kuhio Avenue 
Apartment #io 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Hilda: 

You are really a great globe trotter. I guess next time I hear from you, you will 
be in Japan or maybe India. 

I am happy to know that things are going well with you and you are liking our 
new state so well.* From all reports it is certainly one of the most beautiful points 
in the world. 

I am seriously considering coming to Hawaii after the National Baptist Con- 
vention in San Franci~co.~ This will be about the second week of September. If the 
jets are running out by that time I will probably come out and spend four or five 
days.4 Because of an extremely busy schedule I cannot stay longer. Do you plan to 
be there that long? 

I am glad that you straightened the people out on the FOR. I fear that this im- 
pression has gotten out in many quarters because members of the staff of the FOR 
have spread the idea.5 While I hate to believe this, it seems to be true. 

Things are going as well as can be expected here. We are still engaged in a 
difficult struggle. The forces of resistance are as strong as ever. However, there are 
some hopeful signs. Brother Faubus seems to be losing ground in Little Rock and 
the moderates in the white south are speaking out a little more.6 If we can keep 
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1. See pp. 2 12-2 14 in this volume. 
2. On 21 August 1959, Hawaii became the fiftieth state admitted to the Union. 
3. King traveled to Honolulu in midSeptember (see King, Address to the House of Representa- 

tives of the First Legislature, State of Hawaii, on 17 September 1959, pp. 277-281 in this volume). 
4. Regular je t  service to Honolulu began on 7 September 1959. 
5. In a letter to an associate following the conclusion of the Montgomery bus boycott, Smiley had 

written: ‘‘While I do not know that you would want to say it, it seems clear to me that the FOR has de- 
veloped in the south a self-conscious, nonviolent movementwith King at the head” (Smiley to William 
Robert Miller, 14 January 1957). 

6. Following the closing of Little Rock public schools in September 1958, local business and civic 
leaders withheld their support for Arkansas governor Orval Faubus and organized Stop This Outra- 
geous Purge (STOP), a group committed to protesting the firing of pro-integration teachers and to 
reopening the schools. STOP and the Women’s Emergency Committee succeeded in winning the lo- 
cal school board election in mid-1959, replacing three segregationist with moderate members. 
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the Negroes from falling into a state of apathy I believe that the south will be a 

All of your friends here are doing fine. Maude [Ballou] and Lillie [Hunter] are 
on the job everyday and working hard as usual. They send their best regards. 
Coretta and the children are fine. They too send their regards. 

I have autographed the books for your friends.’ They should be arriving in a 
few days. As soon as I definitely know whether or not I will be coming to Hawaii 
in September, I will let you know. Be sure to keep in touch with me. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 
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‘959 different place in which to live ten years from now. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 33A. 

7. In Proctor’s 22 May letter, she asked that King autograph books for three of her associates in 
Hawaii. 

“Remaining Awake Through 
a Great Revolution,” 

Address at Morehouse College 
Commencement 

I n  a 22 December 1958 letter, Morehouse president Benjamin Mays invited King to 
address the graduating class of 1959; King accepted six days later. I n  these prepared 
remarks-his earliest known usage of this title-King invokes his common themes of 
anticolonialism and black self-respect.’ He places the domestic “social revolution in  
a global context and urges the graduates of his alma mater to rise above the limits of 
“individualistic concerns,” submitting that all people are “caught up in  an inescap 
able network of mutuality.” 
News coverage of the speech indicates that King mod$ed this handwritten text at 

several points. He advised his audience to adhere to nonviolence, for the uoppreSsm 
would be hapay if black Amm‘cans “would resort to physical violence” and reminded 
them of pogress already made: “We’ve broken looseji-om the Egypt of slavery . . . and 

I .  The text of this address resembles one that King gave at a 1957 NAACP rally (see “Facing the 
Challenge of a New Age,” Address Delivered at NAACP Emancipation Day Rally, I January 1957, in 
Papers 4:73-89). A month prior to the Morehouse speech, King had delivered a sermon at  Dexter 
titled “Sleeping Through a Revolution” that contained similar allusions (Napoleon N. Vaughn to King, 
g May I 959). King would continue to deliver variations on this theme throughout the I 960s (see for 
example, “Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution,” 1 2  October 1964 and 31 March 1968). 
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