
From James M. Lawson 17 Nov 
1960 

17 November 1960 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Lawson urges King to resume plans for a “direct action project in Montgomery.” 

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
208 Auburn Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 

Dear Martin: 

First I should like to say that your recent bout with the powers of darkness in 
Georgia have only served to strengthen the struggle of the Negro for social jus- 
tice and to increase the impact of nonviolence in the world and to further estab- 
lish your stature as the mature voice of love in the world. That means much to us 
all and will mean even more to the hope for a new day across the world. 

Wyatt [Walker] tells me that our plans for the SCLC direct action project in 
Montgomery are off because of your involvement with the so-called traffic case 
in Georgia. I simply want to register my feelings with you; namely, that this di- 
rect non-violent project remains an utter necessity for the present time and I be- 
lieve that in your case there would be no confusion in the mind of the country 
or the world between it and the Georgia case. In fact, while the State of Georgia 
screamed about the traffic violation most people across the earth intuitively rec- 
ognized your innocency which to me demonstrates a major fact of nonviolence. 
That is to say, it doesn’t matter which law is used to intimidate or subjugate the 
struggle; what matters is the approach of innocency of the non-violent practi- 
tioner. I say this to reiterate that we should go ahead with the non-violent direct 
project in December.’ 

Incidentally, I also want to say that the Shreveport meeting was by all odds the 
best that I have attended in the past two years of SCLC.* The whole spirit was one 
which made me deeply proud to be related to the SCLC and the struggle. 

Best wishes to you. 

I .  It is unclear what project Lawson refers to, but in an 8 December speech to the MIA’s annual 
nonviolence institute, Ralph Abernathy called for a boycott of Montgomery’s segregated stores and 
business districts (“Local Negro Leader Asks Store Boycott,” Montgommy Advdiso; g December I 960). 
On g December, Lawson addressed the institute’s “Youth and Student Night” (MIA, “Program, Fifth 
anniversary and the Annual Institute on Nonviolence,” 5 December-1 I December I 960). 

2. Lawson delivered “The Struggle and the Stone of Stumbling” and facilitated a workshop with 
King on nonviolence at SCLC’s 11-13 October meeting in Shreveport, Louisiana (SCLC, Program, 
“Annual conference,” 1 1  October-13 October 1960). For more on the meeting, see King, “Message 
from the President,” I 1 October-1 3 October I 960, pp. 5 I 7-5 18 in this volume. 
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26 Nov Cordially yours, 

J. M. Lawson, Jr. 

JML:ddl 

1960 [signed] Jim 

TLS. MLW-MBU: BOX 544. 

Debate with James J. Kilpatrick 
on “The Nation’s Future” 

[ 2 6 November 19601 
[ Nm York, N. Y ]  

King debates segregationist editor James J. KiFatrick on a live, nationally televised pr13 
gram.’ They appeared bejiore a studio audience ofrepresentative.s@m several civil rights 
and conservative groups as well as mayors attending the Amm‘can Municipal Ass13 
ciation 
law so much that they want to see all laws just and in line with the moral law of the 
universe.” Kibatrick calls it “an interesting experience to be here tonight and see Mr. 
King assert a right to obey those laws he chooses to obey and disobey those that he chooses 
not to obey and insist the whole time that he has what he terms the highest respect for 
law.” Kibatrick further describes the sit-ins as “a boorish exhibition of what seems to me 
plain bad manners in crashing into a place where they are not welcome.”g Host John 
McCaflery moderates.4 This transmipion was taken Pom NBC television footage. 

Defending the student protesters, King insists that “they respect 

I .  In a 7 November letter to Robert Allison, the program’s producer, Kilpatrick requested details 
as to the structure of the program, explaining that “the last time I appeared on television with Martin 
Luther King, I got boobytrapped by David Susskind into the short end of 5-1 odds. I don’t propose 
to walk into a rigged situation again if I can avoid it.” On 3 April 1960, Kilpatrick had debated King 
on “Open End,” a New York television program. James Jackson Kilpatrick, Jr. ( I  920- ), born in Okla- 
homa City, received a B.J. (1941) from the University of Missouri. Kilpatrick began working as a re- 
porter for the Richmond NewsLeuderin 1941. He became the paper’s chief editorial writer in i 949 and 
its editor in 1951. Kilpatrick was frequently featured on television for his defense of segregation, and 
he wrote several books on the South and the law, including The Sovereign States: Notes of u Citizen of Vir- 
ginia (1957) and The Smut Peddlers (1960). 

2. Robert Allison to King, 1 z October 1960 and List of New York audience for “The Nation’s Fu- 
ture,” 26 November 1960. 

3. King’s performance disappointed some members of SNCC, who watched the debate with Ella 
Baker during a meeting of SNCC’s executive council. Baker criticized King’s lack of preparation: “It 
was almost in the cards that he would muff i t .  . . for he had not forced himself to analytically come to 
grips with these issues. The students were sitting there in front of the TV, waiting for him to ‘take care’ 
of Kilpatrick. Finally some got up and walked away” (quoted in James Howard Laue, “Direct Action 
and Desegregation: Toward a Theory of the Rationalization of Protest” [Ph.D. diss., Harvard Univer- 
sity, 19651, p. 169). At SNCC’s November I 960 meeting, the group discussed King’s performance and 
voted to contact the show and suggest that a “student involved in the movement be included in a fu- 
ture program of this type” (SNCC, Minutes of meeting, 25 November-27 November 1960). 

4. John Kerwin Michael McCaffery ( I 9 13-1 983), born in Moscow, Idaho, received a B.A. ( 1936) 
from the University of Wisconsin and an M.A. (1938) from Columbia University. McCaffery worked 
in radio and television as a newscaster, master of ceremonies, and game show host. His program, 
“Eleventh Hour News,”ran on WNBC-TVfrom 1952 until 1963. 
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