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organizing grassroots voter registration programs. One of the most significant steps 
that the Negro can take at this hour is that short walk to the voting booth. 

[signed] M. L. King Jr 

TDS. PFC-WHi. 

From Stanley D. Levison 

13 October 1960 
New York, N.Y. 

In this letter concerning SCLCS fund-raising efforts, Leuison stresses the importance 
of King maintaining a nonpartisan position in the 1960 election. h i s o n  also warns 
him to beware of “heay pessure”from some of Kennedy’s Hollywood supporters who 
perceiue King “as a personality of glamour not as a leader whose responsibilities will 
continue ouer decades and through changes of great magnitude.” 

Dr. Martin L. King 
The Ebenezer Baptist Church 
407 Auburn Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Martin, 

I hope the conference went well.’ I have a few items which need your attention 
so that we can move on with some of the projects we’ve been discussing. 

First: I am enclosing a draft of the appeal letter which we will get out shortly. 
My thought in developing it in this fashion takes advantage of the limited action 
you staged, in the “Stand-Ins”, while not relying on it for the whole emotional a p  
peal.2 The recipient with this approach can feel he is part of the movement be- 
cause he is in it from the experimental stage to the developmental period. This 
sense of participation from the beginning is the substitute for the drama we lack 
at this moment. 

Second: I am enclosing a draft of a letter to go to Atty. Clarence Jones.3 He 

1. Levison refers to SCLC’s annual conference, held 11-1 3 October in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
2 .  On 3 October SCLC staged “stand-ins” at the Fulton County registrar’s office, which King de- 

scribed as a “pilot project” to determine the “feasibility of a national program of voter registration 
protest” (“‘Stand-Ins’ Aim Is Told by Dr. King,” AtlantaDaily WwZd, 6 October 1960). 

3. In a 13 October letter, Levison thanked Jones and his colleagues for their offer to raise funds 
for SCLC, describing the “electrifying actions” of student protesters as inspiration for a new initia- 
tive to protest for voting rights through “mass non-violent ‘stand-ins’ at  the polling places in the 
south.” 
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will need it when he reassembles the group of Hollywood lawyers in order to move 
them from the discussion stage to concrete action. By disclosing your agreement, 
the urgent need, and the importance of the venture, they can be stimulated to 
begin planning at once. Beyond this dinner also lies the organization of a per- 
manent support committee which can develop other types of affairs. We have 
been talking of the practicability of a big mass affair in the spring in the Holly- 
wood BowL4 Given the presence on the coast of so many stars such an event 
should have real possibilities of success. It would attract a different group than 
a dinner encompassing the great number who can't afford expensive dinner 
prices. 

Third: Sammy Davis Jr., talked to Maya Angelou on the phone yesterday and 
confirmed arrangements for the January 27th Carnegie Hall affair.5 He said every- 
one was set. In the same conversation he said he was trying to reach you to have 
you attend a big rally on the West Coast with him for Kennedy. Here we go again! 
Maya [Angelou] indicated to him very briefly that you necessarily held to a non- 
partisan position, but he said he wanted to talk to you, anyhow. In thinking of the 
conversation, and taking into account that Sammy is a Negro I think he will un- 
derstand more than Harrison and Dave Livingston.6 One point might be stressed 
with Sammy. Since you are concentrating on getting the vote in the south, the ef- 
fectiveness of your efforts would be diminished if you were identified as an ad- 
herent of one party. You can't be as pursuasive to particularly apathetic Negroes, 
if they feel you are appealing to them as a partisan person who may be seeking to 
build up voters for his own future candidacy. A long view must be taken which 
sees that no matter what immediate advantages can be gained by having you speak 
for one party now, what is lost is a rare leader whose selflessness has been long es- 
tablished and highly prized by the people. 

I am not so much concerned that Sammy will not understand as that Sinatra 
and the others we are counting on will not rise above superfically and grasp 
the essential points. As we have seen when people get deeply involved with a 
party's fortunes they sometimes lose perspective; see only that which they want 
to see. 

Sometimes I think these people see you too much as a personality of glamour 
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4. On I 8 June 196 I ,  the Western Christian Leadership Conference sponsored a Freedom Rally at 
the Los Angeles Sports Arena, featuring King, Mahalia Jackson, Sammy Davis, Jr., California governor 
Edmund Brown, and other state and local politicians (Western Christian Leadership Conference, An- 
nouncement, Martin Luther King, Jr. to speak at freedom rally, i 8 June 1961; see also Maurice Dawkins 
to King, 27 February 1961). 

5. Angelou assisted in the organization of theJanuary 1961 Carnegie Hall "Tribute to Martin Luther 
King, Jr." Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr., Tony Bennett, Nipsey Russell, and Jan Mur- 
ray performed at  the tribute (Sara Slack, "'Rat Pack' Raises $35,000 for King," New Y d  Amsterclnm 
News, 4 February I 961). King thanked Davis for his support in a 20 December letter (see pp. 582-583 
in this volume). 

6. George M. Harrison was the president of the Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship Clerks in 
Cincinnati and vice president of the AFGCIO. David Livingston was president of District 65 of the Re- 
tail, Wholesale, and Department Store Union (RWDSU) in New York. 

5'9 
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not as a leader whose responsibilities will continue over decades and through 
changes of great magnitude. There is probably some identification of themselves 
with you and though they can come and go, change horses, all as merely an avo- 
cation, for you the taking of a position is an immensely important step affecting 
millions deeply and lastingly. Frank, Sammy and the others are not intellectual 
leaders nor moral leaders so their decisions can be more ‘easily arrived at without 
the singular weight that attaches to a decision or stand by you. I mention these 
thoughts because they may subject you to heavy pressure. I’ll be calling you to find 
out about Friday. Warmest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Stan 

SDL/ah 
enclosures 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 

Outline, The Philosophy of Nonviolence 

[ 14 October 19601 
[Atlanta, Ga.] 

Some three hundred students and observers from across the country gathered in 
Atlantafrom 14 to 16 Octoberfor the first major Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) meeting since its founding at Shaw University in Apn’l. King may 
have wed this handwritten outline as the basis for “The Philosophy of Nonviolence,” 
his keynote address on the opening day ofthe SNCC conference.‘ In it he endorses 
nonviolence as “the relentless pursuit oftruthful ends by moral means” and asserts 
that there are “amazing potentialities for goodness” in human nature. King concludes 
by warning against “ego struggles” and other ‘)pitfalls.” 

The history of mankind is replete with it innumerable conflict-situation 
First and foremost in the philosophy of non-violence is the affirmation that 
means must be as pure as the end. Means and ends are convertible terms. 
[They?] are inseparable 
(The means represent the end in process and the ideal in the making] 
( 1 )  

I 

This automatically sets non-violence against war and communism. Both 
says that the end justifies the means. 

1. Other conference speakers included James Lawson, Lillian Smith, Ella Baker, Richard Gregg, 
and William Stuart Nelson (Student Voice, October 1960). King had been invited to deliver the keynote 
address in a 22  August letter from Marion S. Barry and Jane Stembridge, who also suggested the 
title. 
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