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From A. J. Muste 

23 September 1958 
New York, N.Y. 

While recovering at Harlem Hospital, King received sympathy lettersfi-om many 
suppartm. Vice President Nixon wote King on 2 2 September: 7 was terribly 
distressed to learn of the attack made on you in New York. . . . To have this incident 
added to all of the unfortunate indignities which have been heaped upon you, is 
indeed dificult to understand. ” Muste, a veteran pacijist and former executive 
secretary ofFOR, offers this expression of sympathy.’ 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
Harlem Hospital 
New York, New York 

Dear Martin King: 

You are of course receiving many more messages than you can possibly attend 
to. Still, one who is so deeply involved, in a certain sense, as I am in the work you 
are doing, cannot refrain from writing, if only to relieve his own spirit. 

May you have a quick and complete recovery. 
May I, in the next place, say to Mrs. King how deeply I feel for her in what she has 

gone through in recent years and is experiencing now? You know something of 
the activities, not infrequently involving physical danger and insecurity, in which 
I have been involved. For over 45 years I had a wife who bore with all this, did so 
with unfailing gallantry and courage, gave me her trust, and practically never, 
even momentarily, lost her joyous buoyancy. I know that a career such as yours is 
not possible, except perhaps for celibate priests, unless one has such a wife.2 

Through your arrest some weeks ago and much more through your attack last 
Saturday God himself has marked you, as I am sure you realize yourself. The 
marks you bear in your body are, as were those of the Apostle, the marks of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Above any other man, Negro or white, you are now inevitably the instrument 
both to break down the color bar in this country and to reconcile and heal the 
people involved in the tragic situation which now obtains. There may be times 
when you will be tempted to throw off so heavy a burden. But His burden is light 
precisely when we take his yoke upon us. 

My thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
A. J. Muste 

AJM:E 

1 .  On 30 September theologian Georgia Harkness also sent her condolences; King replied on 
8 November, see pp. 529-530 in this volume. Roy Wilkins expressed his sympathy and support in a 
25 September letter: “If there is anything we can do-anything-you have only to ask.” 500 

2. Muste’s wife, Anna, died in 1954. 
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{P.S. Since dictating this Bayard has spoken to me about the conference next 23 Sept 
week which, I understand, you want me to attend.3 I shall do so, of course.) ‘958 

TALS. CSKC. 

3. Muste refers to the Norfolk, Virginia, meeting of SCLC, at which he served as a discussion leader 
and spoke on nonviolence. 

From Benjamin Elijah Mays 

23 September 1958 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Mays reports on a 22 September Morehouse book-signingparty for Stride Toward 
Freedom. In a 24 September ktter to Houston educator Erma Jewel1 Hughes, Mays 
explained that, although King was in the hospital, “we felt that it was the best thing 
we could do for him by going on with the party. ” 

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. 
Harlem Hospital 
New York, New York 

Dear Dr. King: 

I am glad to get the news that you are continuing to do well. Our prayer is that 
you will recover completely and soon. 

Last night we went on with the autographing party without its distinguished au- 
thor. We consider it a success. We sold 1 2  1 books in the Lounge of the Physical 
Education and Health Building. I thought you would be interested in this clip- 
ping from the Atlanta Daily World.’ 

Yours truly, 
[signed] 
Benjamin E. Mays 
President 

BEM:J 

{N. B. Will come to see you Sunday afternoon.) 

Our prayers attend you. With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 84. 

1. Mays likely enclosed John H. Britton’s article, “Atlantans Flock to Autograph Party Knowing Rev. 50 1 
King Absent,” AtlantaDaily Wwld, 23 September 1958. 
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