To Whitney M. Young

21 June 1958
Montgomery, Ala.

King consults Young, an Atlanta educator with strong ties to the Urban League,
regarding the wpcoming meeting with Eisenhower.! Young responded the same day,
expressing his “complete confidence” in King and recommending that he press the
president for a “firm national” response to segregationists: “Demagogues will take
over in the absence of this kind of leadership as history has shown.”

DR WHITNEY YOUNG=
ATLANTA UNIVERSITY ATLA=

REQUESTED CONFERENCE WITH PRESIDENT EISENHOWER FINALLY SET FOR MON-
DAY MORNING ROY WILKINS A PHILLIP RANDOLPH LESTER GRANGER WILL JOIN ME
AT WHITE HOUSE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION PLEASE
WIRE ME WILLARD HOTEL WASHINGTON DC=2

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR=

PWSr. WMYC-NNC.

1. Whitney Moore Young, Jr. (1921-1971), bornin Lincoln Ridge, Kentucky, received a B.S. (1941)
from Kentucky State College and an M.A. (1947%) from the University of Minnesota. He served as dean
of the Atanta University School of Social Work (1954-1961) before succeeding Lester Granger as ex-
ecutive director of the National Urban League in 1961. During the Montgomery bus boycott Young
warned Ralph Abernathy, then enrolled in Atlanta University, about the need to guard against com-
munist infiltration of the movement. Young also likely met King during the bus boycott. In the late
1g960s, Young and King publicly disagreed over U.S. involvement in Vietnam; Young continued to sup-
port the war until 1969.

2. Lester Blackwell Granger (1896 -1976), born in Newport News, Virginia, received a B.A. (1918)
from Dartmouth College. After returning from military service in World War I, Granger became an
industrial relations officer of the Newark, New Jersey, chapter of the Urban League. He served as the
organization’s national executive director (1941-1961).
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