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One of King? Morehouse professors congratulates him on recent honors and
accomplishments.’ King acknowledged Kelsey S letter on 8July.

Dr. M. L. King
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
Montgomery, Alabama
Dear M. L.,
Congratulations on all the honors which you have won recently, and during the
last year. You have done wonderful things for all the people. Many White Christians recognize that you have served them, but in the future this fact will be commonly understood.
Leola and I were delighted to see and hear you in Philadelphia. We wish we
could have had a long talk.2
We followed the Ted Poston series on you in the New York Post. Of course, I am
deeply pleased to learn that I have had any influence on your life.3
The final question which Poston raises, “where do you go from here?”is, as you
indicated, not a matter of primary concern to you. It cannot be for two reasons.
I ) A man of your training and qualifications is always in demand. There is always
a need for him to meet. And the call for his services is continuously forthcoming.
2) A man of your consecration is not concerned with his own honors or with any
dramatic and spectacular accomplishments which may be associated with his
name. He is concerned rather with ministering to and meeting the needs of men
in Christ’s name. This is why you have wrought great things. To you it does not
matter whether there are “rabbits to be pulled out of the hat.” But. it does matter
that the least person in your midst needs a cup of cool water. To him you have directed your rnini~try.~

George D. Kelsey (1910-1996).
Kelsey and his wife, Leola, may have heard King speak in Philadelphia on i g May at Zion Baptist Church or at the 20 May annual forum of the National Conference on Social Welfare.
3. Poston’s six-part profile (8-12, 14 April 1957) chronicled King’s life from childhood to his
emergence as a national leader. In the third installment, King said of Kelsey and Benjamin Mays:
“I could see in their lives the ideal of what I wanted a real minister to be” (Poston, “Fighting Pastor:
Martin Luther King,” New YOrkPost, io April 1957).
4. In Poston’s final article, King reflected on achieving fame at such a young age: “Frankly, I’m worried to death. . . . People will be expecting me to pull rabbits out of the hat for the rest of my life. If
I don’t or there are no rabbits to be pulled, then they’ll say I’m no good” (“Where Does He Go From
Here?” New York Post, 14 April 1957). In his 8 July reply to Kelsey, King commented: “I am deeply
grateful to you for your very encouraging words and helpful suggestions. The statements you made
on the question, ‘Where do you go from here’ were helpful indeed. They are very vital in keeping a
sense of direction.”
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We shall continue to pray for your success and well being, and shall send our
meager financial help when that is needed.
With best wishes and kindest personal regards, I am
Cordially yours,
[signed] George
George D. Kelsey
GDK/lk
TLS. MLKF’-MBU: BOXSA.

“Remarks in Acceptance of the Forty-second
Spingarn Medal at the Forty-eighth
Annual NAACP Convention”
28 June 1957
Detroit, Mich.
During the NAACP national convention in Detroit, King received the Spingarn
Medal “jior the highest and noblest achievement by an American Negro. “l Richard S.
Emrich, Protestant Episcopal bishop of Michigan, presented the award, commending
Kingfor his courage and commitment to nonviolence: “It would have been easy for a
lesser man to have seen the situation as a struggle of race against race,” but “theRev.
Mr. K i n g knew that you do not createfellowship by violace, orjustace by injustice, or

good laws ly lawlessness, or love by hatred.”2
I n his acceptance remarks, King relates that he “would like tofeel that you are
really honoring the 50,000 Negro citizens of Montgomery.” He also praises the
NAACPfor giving “hopeand courage to a disinherited people who dared only to
dream offieedom” and urges “everyfieedom loving person” to double theirfinancial
support of the organization. In a letter to Wilkins on I O Jub, King wrote that
“themeetingFriday night along with the presentation ofthe award will certainly
remain one of the high moments of my lqe.”
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1 . Established in 1914 by NAACP board chairman’Joe1 E. Spingarn, the award’s continuation
was made possible by a trust fund established under the terms of his will. Past recipients included
W. E. B. Du Bois, George Washington Carver, Mary McLeod Bethune, and A. Philip Randolph.
2. Emrich concluded his remarks by reading the award citation: “He has given voice to the voiceless, courage to the fearful, and strength to the weak. Endowed with a great spirit and a brilliant intellect, he has utilized his exceptional talents in efforts to secure for all Americans the human rights
ordained by God and the political rights vouchsafed by the Constitution of the United States” (Emrich, Remarks on Presentation of the Forty-second Spingarn Medal to Martin Luther King, Jr., 28June
1957).

