17 Dec

I am still keeping in mind that much needed period of rest. Almost every time

1956

I plan to take such a rest something comes up to prevent it. Dr. DeWolf and Dean
Muelder have made several offers for this rest period.
I hope everything goes well with you and your family. I plan to be in Atlanta
toward the end of the Christmas Holidays. I hope it will be possible to see you
and Minnie at that time.
Very sincerely yours,
M. L.
MLlCmlb
TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX15.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project

To Benjamin Elijah Mays
17 December 1956
[Montgomery,Ala.]
King agrees to speak at Morehouse on 17January 1957 ( a n engagement he later
canceled). He n’ticiws his own performance in a New York City symposium sponsored
by the United Negro CollegeFund.‘ On 21 DecemberMays replied with encouraging
words: “Iam very glad I had an opportunity to hear you on the panel in New York. I
think you handled your part of the program exceptionally well.”

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President
Morehouse College

Atlanta, Georgia
Dear Dr. Mays:
Thanks for your very kind letter of November 14, inviting me to speak at Morehouse College. First, I must apologize for being so tardy in my reply. Absence
from the city and the accumulation of a flood of mail account for the delay.
Please know that it was not due to sheer negligence but to the inevitable pressures
of an involved situation.
After checking my schedule, I find that January 17, is the best date for me. If
this date is satisfactory,I will proceed to place it on my calendar.
I will be in Atlanta on the first ofJanuary to deliver the Emancipation Address.*
I hope it will be possible to see you at that time.
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I The symposium, entitled “The Negro Southerner Speaks,” was held at Hunter College. Carl
Rowan and two other newspaper reporters interviewed King, Atlanta University president Rufus Clement, and two other African-American southerners. Afterward Chester Bowles acclaimed King’s leadership: “As Gandhi appealed to the basic decency, honesty, and democratic spirit of the British, so
great new colored leaders will now appeal to the conscience and the decency of their white neighbors
throughout the South” (see “Dr. King Speaks in New York City,” DexterEcho, 19December 1956, p. 2 ) .
2. King delivered “Facing the Challenge of a New Age” at Atlanta’s Big Bethel AME Church.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project
19 Dec
It was a real pleasure seeing you in New York the other night. I only regret that
I had to rush out so soon after the symposium to appear on a radio p r ~ g r a mI. ~ 1956
felt that the panel went over fairly well but I was somewhat disappointed with my
own participation. I had the feeling all along that I did not get to answer the vital
questions confronting the Southern Negro. In fact, I felt that the whole panel fell
to grapple with the basic questions. All and all, however, the experience was very
rich. I was very happy to meet so many white persons of financial means who are
so intensely interested in our struggle for freedom and justice. I owe you a deep
debt of gratitude for the contact.
With warm personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
M. L. King, Jr.,
Minister
MLEmlb
TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 62.

3. King and Rowan appeared on the NBC radio show “Tex and Jinx” from 10:35P.M. to midnight
(see Dorothy L. Barker to King, 7 December 1956).

“Integrated Bus Suggestions”
19December 1956
[Montgomery Ala.]
On 17 December the Supreme Court rejected city and state appeals of Browder v. Gayle
and ordered Montgomery S buses desegregated. Three days later, when the court order
arrived by mail, the MIA held two mass meetings to formal4 call the bus boycott to an
end and prepare for the next day when the protesters would return to the buses. After
several week of well-attended nonviolent training sessions, King and Glenn Smiley
prepared these guidelinesfor mass distribution.’

This is a historic week because segregattion on buses now been declared unconstitutional. Within a few days the Supreme Court Mandate will reach Montgomery and you will be re-boarding integrated buses. This places upon us all a
tremendous responsibility of maintaining, in face of what could be some unpleasantness, a calm and loving dignity befitting good citizens and members of

I.

King reprinted these suggestions in Stride TowardFreedom, pp. 164, 169.
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