beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” 9Aworld
in which men will no longer take necessities from the masses to give luxuries to
the classes. A world in which all men will respect the dignity and worth of all
human personality. And that will be the day when all of us will be able to stand
up and sing with new meaning: “My country ’tis of thee, / Sweet land of liberty,
/ Of thee I sing / Land where my fathers died, / Land of the pilgrim’s pride, /
From every mountain side, / Let freedom ring.”
That must become literally true. Freedom must ring from every mountainside.
And yes, let it ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado. Let it ring from
the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let it ring from the mighty Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. Let it ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. But
not only that, from every mountainside, let freedom ring. Let it ring from every
molehill in Mississippi, from every mountain and hill in Alabama, from Stone
Mountain in Georgia, from Lookout Mountain in Tennessee, from every mountainside, let freedom ring.I0And when that happens, the morning stars will sing
together and the sons of God will shout for joy.” God bless you. [applause]

17 Dec

1956

At. CSKC.

9. Isaiah 2 :4.
IO. King may have adapted these sentences from Archibald Carey,Jr.’s, address to the 1952 Repub
lican National Convention (see note 23, “Facing the Challenge o f a New Age,” 3 December 1956, p. 463
in this volume).
11. Job 38:7.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project

To Roland E.Haynes
17 December 1956
[Montgomery, Ala.]

Mr. Roland Emerson Haynes
Boston University
School of Theology
745 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston 15, Mass.
Dear Roland:
Thanks for your very kind letter of November 27. It is a real pleasure hearing
from you. I would have answered your letter before now, but absence from the
city and an extremely busy schedule somewhat held me up.
I was more than delighted to have been in Boston and to have had the opportunity of seeing you. Also, it was a real pleasure seeing so many of my old professors. I have heard from Dr. DeWolf at least twice since that time. Things seem to
be going very well with him.
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I am still keeping in mind that much needed period of rest. Almost every time

1956

I plan to take such a rest something comes up to prevent it. Dr. DeWolf and Dean
Muelder have made several offers for this rest period.
I hope everything goes well with you and your family. I plan to be in Atlanta
toward the end of the Christmas Holidays. I hope it will be possible to see you
and Minnie at that time.
Very sincerely yours,
M. L.
MLlCmlb
TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX15.

To Benjamin Elijah Mays
17 December 1956
[Montgomery,Ala.]
King agrees to speak at Morehouse on 17January 1957 ( a n engagement he later
canceled). He n’ticiws his own performance in a New York City symposium sponsored
by the United Negro CollegeFund.‘ On 21 DecemberMays replied with encouraging
words: “Iam very glad I had an opportunity to hear you on the panel in New York. I
think you handled your part of the program exceptionally well.”

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President
Morehouse College

Atlanta, Georgia
Dear Dr. Mays:
Thanks for your very kind letter of November 14, inviting me to speak at Morehouse College. First, I must apologize for being so tardy in my reply. Absence
from the city and the accumulation of a flood of mail account for the delay.
Please know that it was not due to sheer negligence but to the inevitable pressures
of an involved situation.
After checking my schedule, I find that January 17, is the best date for me. If
this date is satisfactory,I will proceed to place it on my calendar.
I will be in Atlanta on the first ofJanuary to deliver the Emancipation Address.*
I hope it will be possible to see you at that time.
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I The symposium, entitled “The Negro Southerner Speaks,” was held at Hunter College. Carl
Rowan and two other newspaper reporters interviewed King, Atlanta University president Rufus Clement, and two other African-American southerners. Afterward Chester Bowles acclaimed King’s leadership: “As Gandhi appealed to the basic decency, honesty, and democratic spirit of the British, so
great new colored leaders will now appeal to the conscience and the decency of their white neighbors
throughout the South” (see “Dr. King Speaks in New York City,” DexterEcho, 19December 1956, p. 2 ) .
2. King delivered “Facing the Challenge of a New Age” at Atlanta’s Big Bethel AME Church.

