
28 Nov 

1956 
HAVE A NEW LEADERSHIP which embodies religious zeal with scholarship, 
group loyalty with clear thinking, and administration with integrity. Across the 
nation, your embodiment of these virtues is a fiat accompli. Under your leader- 
ship, our national body could develop a much-needed program of dynamic evan- 
gelism, education, missions, social action and finance. As I see it, without such a 
development at this particular insightful point of Negro-and-Baptist history in 
this country, our Baptist churches will miss their greatest opportunity since Re- 
construction to enrich and broaden and stabilize their future. 

With your permission I should like to organize a committee of approximately 
25 to 50 across the country, to actively work for your nomination and election at 
Kansas City. There are no strings attached; you would have to approve our pub- 
licity and statements; and should a disruptive contest be foreseen, withdrawal 
would be a mutual agreement. This would be a voluntary movement on the com- 
mittee’s part. However, I should like your permission to launch the program dur- 
ing my Christmas mailing across the nation: because 1 have longed for a Baptist 
messiah like you since 1932!! 

Respectfully, your Brother 
[signed] 
Gil Burton Lloyd 

GBL/agw 
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To Lottie Mae Pugh 

28 November 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 8 November Pugh, a student at the Booker T Washington School in Suffolk, 
Virginia, had written to King about her wish “to work in a n  Orphan Home”after 
completing her high school education. She wanted “to know what qualities would you 
say one would have to possess in order to attain success in this$eld. ”She continued: “I 
admire the success you have won in your chosenfield and that has prompted me to seek 
guidance from you. ” 

Miss Lottie Mae Pugh 
P.O. Box 854 
Suffolk, Virginia 

Dear Miss Pugh: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of November 8. I was more than happy to hear 
from you. It is always encouraging to find young persons who are desirous of 
serving humanity. I am sure that there is a real need for persons to work in or- 
phan homes. I would say that the basic qualities necessary for such a venture are 
conscientiousness, dedication to the cause of human need, soundness in think- 444 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



ing, a radiating personality, and genuine honesty. With these qualities I am sure Dec 
‘956 that you will make a real success of your work in an orphan home. 

You have my prayers and best wishes for a future filled with success. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLELmlb 
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“We Are Still Walking’’ 

December 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

Liberation, a new radicalpacifist magazine, had published an article by King 
in  its second issue.‘ Celebrating the boycott s jrs t  anniversary with a “Salute to 
Montgomery” by seven prominent political and religious leaders,2 its December special 
issue included ajrsthand account of “How It All Started ’’ by M A  activist E. D. 
Nixon as well as Kings report on thejnal  stage of the protest. In this statement King 
contends that, despite its apparent legal and moral victory, the movement had entered 
its “most dz@cult”period. He asks everyone to return to the buses “not as a right but 
as a duty. rfwego back as a right, there is  a danger that we will be blind to the rights 
of others.” 

When the Supreme Court ruled on November 13th that segregated buses are 
illegal, it must have appeared to many people that our struggle in Montgomery 
was over. Actually, the most difficult stage of crisis had just begun. 

For one thing the immediate response of some influential white people was to 
scoff at the court decision and to announce that it would never be put into effect. 
One pro-segregationist said: “We are prepared for a century of litigation.” The 
leader of the Montgomery Citizens Council stated: “Any attempt to enforce this 
decision will inevitably lead to riot and bloodshed.” It is clear that all our tact 
and all our love are called for in order to meet the situation creatively. 

Even more important, our own experience and growth during these eleven 
and a half months of united nonviolent protest has been such that we cannot be 
satisfied with a court “victory” over our white brothers. We must respond to the 

I.  See King, “Our Struggle,” April 1956, p. 236-241 in this volume. 
2. The “salutes” were written by Eleanor Roosevelt, Roy Wilkins, Ralph Bunche, A. Philip Ran- 

dolph, Harry Emerson Fosdick, John Haynes Holmes, and Z. K. Matthews, a leader of the African 
National Congress in South Africa. 

3. Luther Ingalls, quoted in “White Spokesmen Warn of Possible Violence,” Montgomy Aduertisq 
14 November 1956, 445 
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