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Rev. Robert Graetz was presented to give information which was responsible 
for the calling of this committee.' 

After Rev. Graetz had acquainted the body with confidential information 
which had aquaa&d come to him, the President stated that the course of action 
to be followed to meet the anticipated or possible danger was the question con- 
fronting the group. 

After much discussion, it was moved and carried that this organization contact 
the US. Justice Department, the F.B.I., and influential local citizens in Washing- 
ton, to acquaint them with the information which has come to us and seek their 
assistance and protection in this situation. It was further moved and carried that 
Governor James Folsom be contacted and informed of the situation before car- 
rying out the decision of this body referred to immediately above. 

The President appointed the following persons as members of the committee 
to contact the Governor: Rev. Robert Graetz, Mrs. Jo Ann Robinson, Attorney 
Charles Langford, Dr. M. L. King, Jr. 

It was agreed that if a personal contact could be had in Washington with the 
Justice Department or F.B.I., the Rev. Robert Graetz and Dr. M. L. King, Jr. would 
constitute the committee. 

Closing prayer was offered by Rev. G. Franklin Lewis. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

W. J. Powell, Secretary 
M. L. King, Jr., President 

TD. MLKP-MBU: Box 30. 

I. Graetz may have presented information he received from Woodrow E. Draut, an agent in the 
Montgomery FBI office to whom Graetz reported on the bus boycott and received confidential infor- 
mation in return. Graetz considered the FBI as an ally whose activities deterred hostility and violence 
by local police and vigilantes. For more details on his participation in the bus boycott, see Graetz's 
autobiography, Montgomery:A WhitePreacherS Memoir (1991). 

To Nannie H. Burroughs 

18 September 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Miss Nannie H. Burroughs, President 
National Trade and Professional School for Women and Girls 
Lincoln Heights 
Washington 19, D.C. 

Dear Miss Burroughs: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of August 28, making 
inquiry concerning two high school and junior college teachers. First I must 370 
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apologize for being somewhat tardy in my reply. Absence from the city for several 

So far I have not been able to find qualified persons who are available for your 
two teaching positions. Up to this point we have not had too many teachers fired 
in the State of Alabama as the result of their filiation in the NAACP and other 
civil rights organizations. Consequently, most of the teachers are still employed. 
However, I will be continually looking out for such persons, and if they are ever 
available I will be sure to contact you. 

It was a real pleasure seeing you in Denver. Your remarks after my address were 
magnificent. You said in a few words more than most people could say in hours. 
It is always a real inspiration to listen to you. Let me thank you once more for the 
interest which you have taken in our struggle. I can assure you that your moral 
support and financial contributions have given me renewed courage and vigor to 
carry on. 

18 Sept 
‘956 days accounts for the delay. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLEb 

THLS. NHBP-DLC. 

To William Cooper Cumming 

18 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King replies to one of the many letters he received after the prepared text of his 27 June 
speech to the NAACP appeared in U.S. News and World Report on3 August. In a 

31 JulJ letter Rev. Cumming had argued that the lengthy boycott had deepened 
“tensions and antagonisms”in Montgomery. While sympathetic with the boycott S 
aims, he sugested that tensions would ease if the MIA asked the bus company to run 
certain buses exclusively for African Americans. 

The Rev. William Cooper Cumming, Pastor 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Texarkana, Texas 

Dear Rev. Cumming: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of July 31, commenting on the article which 
appeared in The U.S. News and World Report. The idea of having the bus com- 
pany to run a certain number of busses for Negroes only was once made as a 
suggestion but most of the people felt that that would be going backwards instead 371 
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