
the great preachers of our nation to Dexter Avenue Baptist Church for this 
occasion. I would like to extend to you an invitation to preach the Men’s Day 
sermon on the second Sunday in July 1956. 

I sincerely hope that you can accept the invitation. Your presence as well as 
your message would mean so much to our church and community. The mem- 
bers of Dexter and the whole Montgomery community have talked so much 
of the effectiveness of your preaching and of their desire to hear you again, 
that your presence would inevitabely make this an epic making occasion. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience con- 
cerning this matter so that I may proceed in setting up  my church calendar 
for the year. I have been reading of your inauguration. Again let me com- 
mend you for the great strides you have made, and you have my prayers and 
best wishes for a great future at Virginia Union. 

Just last evening Coretta brought into the world a “big” little girl. She 
weighs nine pounds and eleven ounces. So you must see the new addition 
soon. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
MLK:lmt 

25 Nov 
1955 

TLc. DABCC. 

From C. R. Williams 

25 November 1955 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Williams, the president of Pilgrim Health and Life Insurance Company, ash King 
to speak at a program in Montgomery on I January 1956 commemorating the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

Dr. M. L. King, Jr., 
309 So. Jackson St., 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dear Dr. King: 

The Emancipation Proclamation Committee of Montgomery is considering 
a speaker for program to be had January 1 ,  1956 at Alabama State College. 
Your name is prominently suggested; hence, we would like to know if you are 
available for that date. 

Since you have participated freely in committee activities, and are well 
aware of the character of programs previously presented, we will not go into 
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ZQ Nov 

1955 
further details. However, we would consider it a favor if we could have your 
immediate response as to availability and any other particulars. 

Very truly yours, 
Emancipation Proclamation Committee, 
[signed] 
C. R. Williams, President. 
CRW: JEO 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box I 17. 

To C. R. Williams 

29 November 1955 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Mr. C. R. Williams 
Pilgrim Health & Life Insurance Co. 
13 1 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of November 25. 
After checking my schedule, I find that I will be available to serve as guest 

speaker for the Emancipation Proclamation Program, Sunday, January 1 .  

Please feel free to contact me concerning further developments. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
MLK:lmt 

With every good wish, I am 

TLc. DABCC. 

To H. Edward Whitaker 

30 November 1955 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

After several years of construction, Whitaker’s New Hope Baptist Church was 
finished. Although King had declined an invitation to preach, he would eventually 

592 speak there in 1956. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




