
Rev. W. T. Handy, Jr. 
1616-8th. Street 
Alexanderia, La. 

Dear W. T. : 
Thanks for your very kind letter. I am sorry you beat me to the point of 

writing, for I have been planning to write you for several weeks to congratu- 
late you for building a church. I saw a picture of the edifice in the Courier, 
and it appears to be quite elaborate. You are to be commended for building 
at such an early age. The Methodist Church will be deeply indebted to you 
for many years to come. Although I have never built a church, I do know 
something of the strain that a minister goes through in such an undertaking. 

I know you did a most acceptable job at Southern. I wish I could have been 
there to hear you. It is quite coincidental that we came so close together. 

Please make it your business to stop in Montgomery on your way to Gam- 
mon next March. It would be a wonderful experience to have you and Ruth 
visit us for a few days. Be sure to put this on your agender. 

Corretta and I are doing very well. We are expecting a baby within a matter 
of days now, and we are going through the normal excitement of such antici- 
pation. Give my best regards to Ruth. Continue in making the excellent con- 
tribution that you have already made to the Christian ministry. 
Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
MLK:lmt 

2 Nov 
'955 

TLc. DABCC. 

To Vernon 0. Rogers 

2 November 1955 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Rogers preached at Dexter during King's week-long visit to Fort Valley State 
College in October. 

Chaplin Vernon 0. Rogers 
407 1 Gaston Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Chaplin Rogers: 

All week long members have been telling me of the effectiveness of your 
message to our congregation on Sunday before last. I am indeed grateful to 
you for the excellent contributions that you have made to our congregation 
on both occasions of my absence. You can be assured that you have a standing 
invitation to come to Dexter. 

- 
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2 Nov 
1955 

I hope in the very near future it will be possible for me to meet you. With 
every good wish, I am 

Sincerely Yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
MLK:lmt 

TLc. DABCC. 

To Roosevelt Smitherman 

2 November 1955 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King welcomes a new member to Dexter. 

Mr. Roosevelt Smitherman 
D. R. 
Route 3 Box 115 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Smitherman: 

I have been intending to write to you ever since I met you, but absence 
from the city for several days has delayed my doing so. I presented your name 
to the church on the following Sunday, and they readily voted you in as a 
candidate for baptism. The baptism was to take place on last Sunday after- 
noon, but after talking with Chaplin Pearson I discovered that the baptismal 
pool had not been repaired. So we will have to wait a week or  so now. In any 
event I will have Chaplin Pearson let you know exactly when the baptism will 
be. We plan to bring several members of the church out on the Sunday of the 
baptism to witness the ceremony. 

You are constantly in my prayers. I hope you will keep the faith and keep 
looking up. In thses moments you need God, and He will be with you if you 
will properly commit yourself to Him. Feel free to write me at any time, and 
remember that the members of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church are con- 
tinually thinking about you. 

. 

Sincerely Yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

P. S. Enclosed you will find one or two of our church bulletins. 
MLK:lmt 

TLc. DABCC. 
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