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From Nathaniel Garth 

27 October 1955 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Garth, pastor of Westside Baptist Church in Chattanooga, describes King’s ro le  in  
the National Sunday School and Baptist Training Union’s fall institute. 

Dear Rev. King, 

This comes as a method of informing you of the outlay of our Fall Institute. 
As you already know our fall institute will begin November 7 ,  1955 at 7:oo 
p.m. The first class period will run from 7:00-7:40; from 7:40-7 45 will be 
a short recess. The second class period will begin at 7:45 and end at 8:25. 
At this point there will be a very short devotion and you will be introduced 
to give your message. Then we will have our announcements and bene- 
diction after you have spoken. You will have from 25 to 30 minutes, more 
or less. 

We are not using a theme this time only a Motto: “Teach-Reach-Win.” 
So you are at liberty to use your own discretion to your theme or  topic. How- 
ever you may point out to us the need of prepared leaders in the Christian 
Church. Then too, you may touch upon some or any of these courses we are 
teaching. 
You will not worry about teaching any course. However you may find some- 

thing to add to them in your message. They are as follow: 

A Survey of the Old Testament 
Rev. H. H. Battle, Morehouse man 

Christian Doctrines, Rev. W. J. Thomas 
another Morehouse graduate 

Administering the Sunday School 
Rev. W. A. Dennis, a product of Drew 

Stewardship-Rev. C. L. Robinson 
Church Leaders and Their Responsibilities 

Rev. E. L. Hicks 
Preparation for Marriage 

Mrs. J. C. Bonner 
Church Music, Mrs. C. L. Robinson 
Ushers and First Aid 

Mrs. B. Johnson 
Administering the Baptist Training Union-T. D. Lewis 

All of the above ministers are local pastors. 
I had hoped to contact you Thurs night but there was a misunderstanding 

on the part of the operator. I wanted to see if you had any question that you 
would would like for us to answer for you. 
You will have the opportunity of meeting many people from Alabama and 576 
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Georgia. We are praying for you, and we hope that your week in Chattanooga 27 Oct 
will be a blessing. ‘955 

The school will close on Friday evening. 

Yours truly, 
[signed] Rev. N. Garth, Jr. 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: Box I 17. 

To Dexter Avenue Baptist Church Members 

27 October 1955 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King distributed this letter and the annual report to the members of Dexter at 
the end of his first year as pastor. In his annual message King summarizes the 
accomplishments of the church, including the liquidation of its substantial debt 
and the ‘Superb” work of the Social and Political Action Committee. “Through the 
work of this committee many persons have become registered voters and Dexter has 
led all other church[es] of Montgomery in contributions to the NAACP.” King 
presents recommendations for the next year and asks the congregation to increase 
their financial contributions to the church. 

Dear Member: 

As we come to the end of another church year and stand on the threshold 
of a new church year, we have much to be proud of. The horizons in the life 
of Dexter were greatly extended in 1954-55. The church year 1954-55 is 
about to become history now, but for Dexter it is blessed history. 

Words can never adequately express appreciation. Real appreciation must 
flow from the deep seas of the heart. But with my stumbling words, I want to 
express my deepest appreciation to you for your cooperation with the church 
program, and for the financial contributions you have made. 

Now we prepare for the new church year. Our new church year begins 
Sunday November 5, and goes thru the last Sunday in October, 1956. We 
solicit your cooperation and prayers that our work for Kingdom building will 
reach new heights in the 1955-56 church year. As you can see from the en- 
closed budget, our financial responsibilities are even greater than last year. 
This is naturally the case, since we are determined to move forward every 
year, rather than remain stagnant. Since our budget is higher this year, we 
are expecting every loyal member to make a pledge to the Unified Budget of 
the church, and we are requesting every member to increase his pledge over 
last year. We need the help of every member. We need your help. As you 
prayerfully consider your part, would you kindly sign and return the enclosed 
Commitment Card, stating how much you will pledge. At the bottom of the 
budget you will notice a list of possible commitments. Please seek to make 
your pledge within one of these categories. Seek to fit into the highest cate- 
gory possible. We need a minimum of $20,000.00 in pledges. 577 
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