
12 May 
‘955 

From J. Raymond Henderson 

1 2  May ‘955 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rev. M. L. King, Jr. 

Dear Young Brother: 

Do you plan to attend the Congress in Atlantic City? If so, let me know at 
once and I’ll try to arrange a preaching engagement for you. I have had you 
much in my thoughts and prayers from time to time. You have a great heri- 
tage in your grandfather and father. I understand you are developing into a 
good preacher in your own right. 

Remain careful of your conduct. Steer away from “trashy” preachers. Be 
worthy of the best. It may come to you some day. Write to me, and send me 
one of your bulletins. Best wishes. 

Yours fraternally, 
[signed] 
J. Raymond Henderson 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

Martin Luther King, Sr., to J. Raymond 
Henderson 

Dr. J. Raymond Henderson 
Second Baptist Church 
Griffith Ave at 24th Street 
Los Angles 1 1 ,  California 

My dear Brother Henderson: 

You have every right to believe me to be an ingrate. I received your church 
calendar back in January which I thought was very uniquely planned. It was 
my fullest intention to write you at that particular time, but somehow I mislaid 
the letter, thus the delay. 

I am now in receipt of your letter, both to M. L. Jr  and me. Thanks so much 
for your fine encouraging words concerning my son. He is very fond of you 
and speaks often of you and your work. He has completed all requirement 
for his Ph.D which is to be conferred the First Sunday June 5th. The infor- 
mation you received is correct, he can preach rings around me any day. But 
being a father yourself you know how h p p ;  happy this makes me feel. 
Frankly Joe, he is somebodys preacher, and yet hs is but a lad. He delivered 556 
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