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tive. Tillich, on the other hand, holds to an ultimate monism, both qualitative 
and quantitative. Both of these views have been found to be inadequate. Wie- 
man’s ultimate pluralism fails to satisfy the rational demand for unity. Tillich’s 
ultimate monism swallows up finite individuality in the unity of being. A more 
adequate view is to hold a quantitative pluralism and a qualitative monism. In 
this way both oneness and manyness are preserved. 

PD. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 

From Samuel D. Proctor 

18 April 1955 
Richmond, Va. 

Proctor con$;... his plan to preach at Dexter’s Spring Lecture Series. 

Rev. M. L. King, Jr. 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. King: 

I am expecting to be with you on the 27th, 28th, and 29th of April. I will 
be coming to Montgomery from Baton Rouge, Louisiana and it is impossible 
now to give the exact travel plans. There is a direct airline connection which 
makes it simple, but I have not bothered to get reservations from this far away. 

Best wishes on your final examinations for your degree. As we say in Vir- 
ginia, I am “tickled to death” over this. 

Best regards, 
[signed] Samuel D. Proctor/mem 
Samuel D. Proctor, Dean 
School of Religion 
SDP: mem 

TLSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From H. Edward Whitaker 

ig April 1955 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Whitaker notes that his church program has “inuolved people of all the races and 
nationalites and faith” and invites King to visit. He also mentions his discussion 
of King’s “Recommendations” for Dexter’s governance with Sandy Ray, a friend of 

548 King, Sr. 
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Dear Mike, '9 APr 
'955 

For quite a long while I have been trying to get around to replying to your 
letter which you were so kind to respond to immediately upon my previous 
writing. We are getting along somehow and our work here is progressing 
nicely in so far as it pertains to our building program, but the situation is still 
ver precarious. I really don't know what to expect in the next six months, but 
I am sure that at least I have this year to continue my ministry here. It may 
well be that after that time things will straighten themselves out fairly well. I 
would like to have things to end here very satisfactory. 

In the meantime I am counting on you keeping your eyes open in those 
parts for anything that you think I might be able to fit in, and of course I shall 
be glad to do everything I can to hold up the standards. 

One of the chief difficulties involved in many of the churches in this part of 
the country is that as it relates to the newness of the community. During the 
war, many persons migrated from other sections of the country with varied 
background, and here we find them involved in the program of the same 
church, promoting the ideas from their various areas from which they have 
come. They have certain loyalties, and they find themselves seeking to work 
only with certain groups, especially those persons who have come from their 
particular locale. This brings about a great deal of confusion sometimes. 
Rather than to seek to cooperate on the basis of something being right or 
wrong, good or bad, many support issues or reject them merely because we 
did not do this at home. 

But aside from the many problems, something has been accomplished here 
for which of course I cannot begin to take credit for, although it did not 
happen until I came. I am confident that it has been the hand of God, and I 
am grateful that I have had some small part to play in it. Our program here 
has involved people of all the races and nationalities and faiths. It is a com- 
munity wide effort and yet this is a Baptist church in the truest sense. I 
certainly would like to have you come up and see the development. So I am 
going to renew the the k v k t  invitation to have you come in the first week in 
November to give a series of sermons in connection with our mass evangelistic 
program. With our mortgage elti obligations we will be in a position to do 
only part of what we would like to do, but if you could afford to come and 
give us a hand, I am sure we can make it worth your while. Of course we 
would be very happy to have you to bring the Madam since we have not met 
k her. 

I do hope that your work is going well there and that everything is turning 
out the way you planned it. I was talking the other day with Dr. Sandy Ray 
and he mentioned you. We were discussing your program which you submit- 
ted to the church last year, and agreed that you were really going out after it. 
We are pulling for you and hope that everything will work out satisfactory. I 
am sure that what many of the churches need in the south is a program that 
will in effect be a shot in the arm. Dr. Ray is the President of our State Con- 
vention and was in our area speaking in connection with that work. 

We have one or two fellows coming in our area now who will be quite an 
asset to the religious life of Western New York. 549 
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2 May 
1955 

Well take it easy Mike and let me hear from you sometime when you are 
not too busy. Hope to see you before long. Kind regards and best wishes, I 
remain 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Whit 
H. Edw. Whitaker 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From H. Councill Trenholm 

2 May ‘955 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Trenholm, president of Alabama State College and a deacon at Dexter, invites 
King to give the baccalaureate sermon at Alabama State’s commencement.’ King 
accepted the invitation.2 

Dr. M. L. King, Jr. 
303 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

IN RE: Sunday Afternoon, May 15 

Dear Dr. King: 

I herewith extend to you the invitation to serve as the baccalaureate minis- 
ter for our 1955 May commencement on Sunday afternoon, May 15, at 3:30 
at the College Gymnasium. 

At that time we will have approximately 300 candidates for the baccalaure- 
ate degree and possibly 8 candidates for the master of education degree. The  
nineteen candidates for the senior high school diploma also share that bacca- 
laureate service although their graduation is not until May 27. 

From the enclosed copy of the program of last year, you will note the or- 
ganization of the program. We have just the brief “atmosphere program” pre- 
ceding your message. We also “introduce you” through the statement on the 
program for which we will ask Mr. Brooks to obtain the necessary informa- 
tion. It is our pleasure to have our baccalaureate minister to share the recep- 

1 .  Harper Councill Trenholm (1900-1963) received his A.B. from Morehouse in 1920 and 
his baccalaureate in philosophy from the University of Chicago in 1921. He was president of 
Alabama State College from 1925 to 1960. 

2. Trenholm to King, Jr., 15 May 1955, MLKP-MBU: Box 117, confirms participation. 550 
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