
From Benjamin EllJah Mays 

30 November 1954 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Rev. M. L. King, Jr. 
309 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. King: 

Your letter came this morning. It had not come when I talked with you over 
the telephone yesterday. I thank you kindly for pledging $250 and if you do 
this it will be an excellent contribution for Dexter Avenue Baptist Church; 
and especially so since you are just taking charge. 

I want to say again that I think you did a most acceptable job when you 
preached at Friendship last Sunday. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Benjamin E. Mays 
President 
BEM:H 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From Martin Luther King, Sr. 

2 December 1954 
Atlanta, Ga. 

After hearing about his son’s well-received sermon at Friendship Baptist Church, 
King, Sr., warns: “Persons like yourself are the ones the devil t u r n  all of his 
forces aloose to destroy.” T. M .  Alexander was a trustee of Friendship Baptist 
Church. King, Sr., also refers to May Harper, the mother of Emmett Proctor and 
the daughter of C. L. Harper, who was thejrst principal of Booker T. Washington 
High School. The Harpers were neighbors of the Kings on Auburn Avenue in 
Atlanta. 

30 Nov 

’954 

Rev. M. L. King, Jr. 
309 South Jackson 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

My dear M. L.: 
I received your letter today, contents noted with care. Glad to know you 

and Coretta are doing fine. This leaves us all well. 319 
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io Dec 
1954 

Sister Luella Allen lost her husband yesterday. I am sure you remember 
her, she is the little Sister that usually sits on the left side of the church, shouts 
up against the wall. With the exception of that every thing seems to be moving 
on very well around the church. 

Alexander called me yesterday just to tell me about how you swept them at 
Friendship Sunday. Every way I turned people are congradulating me for 
you. You see young man you are becoming very popular. As I told you you 
must be much in prayer. Persons like yourself are the ones the devil turns all 
of his forces aloose to destroy. 

I will get the clergys to you as soon as they are released. I am enclosing your 
bank book as you will see it is marked up to date. Notice a $20.00 withdrawal 
which was not on the book. I am also enclosing May Harper’s address. 

Yours, 
[signed] M. L. King, Sr. 
Daddy 

MLK.w 

Love to Coretta from us all. 

ENC2 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

From Roland Smith 

1 o December 1954 
Nashville, Tenn. 

King was appointed to an advisory council to the National Baptist Convention’s 
National Baptist Training Union Board, on which Smith served as secretary.‘ 

Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
309 South Jackson St. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

My dear Rev. King: 

Your letter of December 7 ,  1954, accepting the place as a member of the 
advisory counsil on curriculum and literature of the Baptist Training Union 
Board, received. 

1 .  Roland Smith (1902-) graduated from Morehouse in 1929. He pastored churches in Geor- 
gia and Alabama before becoming pastor of Little Rock‘s First Baptist Church in 1947. He was 
statistician of the National Baptist Convention from 1932 until 1954, when he became secretary 
of the National Baptist Training Union Board; he served in that position until 1957. 320 
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