
Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Dexter Avenue at Decatur Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Reverend King: 

There are only two times a year we are permitted to solicit our alumni- 
Founder’s Day and Class Reunion at Commencement. The rest of the year we 
work and give to the United Negro College Fund from which Morehouse 
benefits mightily. This appeal is for Founder’s Day, February 18, 1955. 

THERE IS A GREAT SCANDAL AT MOREHOUSE. IT IS THE MORE- 
HOUSE GYMNASIUM. IT’S A SHAME! IT’S A DISGRACE! IT’S EMBAR- 
RASSING! I T  NAUSEATES ME T O  LOOK AT IT. IT OUGHT T O  NAU- 
SEATE YOU. 

We are $200,000 short of what it takes to construct the New Physical Edu- 
cation and Health Building. We have $300,000 toward the new building, 
money we received from the United Negro College Fund. At best it will be 
two years before we get another $200,000 from the fund. The building will 
cost at least $500,000. If we can get $50,000 more the Trustees will let us 
begin building this Spring. Here is what you can do to help eliminate the 
Scandal and in addition help underwrite $io,ooo of the $25,000 which we 
give in scholarships each year. 

You are very new at Dexter and you may not be able to contribute anything 
by February 18, 1955. Look over the situation and see if you can contribute 
through your church $200.00 toward this project. If you cannot do it I will 
understand. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
[signed] 
Benjamin E. Mays 
PRESIDENT 
BEM:lec 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

“Montgomery-Antioch Ass’n. Endorses 
Wilson and Washington” 

4 November 1954 

As reporter for the association, King filed this account of the annual meeting of the 
Montgomery-Antioch District Association, the local afiliate of the Alabama Baptist 
Missionary State Convention, which in turn was associated with the National 
Baptist Convention. The district association elected King as reporter at the session. 

4 Nov 
‘954 
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4 N o v  

1954 
The Montgomer-Antioch District Association met in its Sixty-first annual 

session October 20-21, at the Hutchinson Street Baptist Church of Mont- 
gomery, the Rev. H. H. Johnson, pastor. The session was filled with spiritual 
fervor throughout. The general theme of the session was: “The Church in a 
Chainging World.” All of the inspirational addresses grew out of this general 
theme. These addresses, delivered so ably by Rev. J. A. Turner, Dr. A. W. 
Wilson and Rev. R. J. Glasco, were both inspirational and informative.’ 

On Wednesday morning Dr. D. C. Washington of Seventeenth Street Bap- 
tist Church, Anniston, Alabama, gave a stirring message on behalf of the Min- 
ister’s Benefit Board of the Alabama State Baptist Convention. His message 
was accepted with warm enthusiasm.* 

Sermons for the association were preached by Rev. William McCloud, Rev. 
W. S. Briggs, and Rev. J. J. Rose. All of these men preached from their hearts, 
and left their hearers with a real spiritual experience. 

The highlight of the association was the first Annual Address delivered by 
Moderator G. S. Jarett since he succeded the late Rev. J. H. McIntosh. In in- 
troducing Dr. Jarrett, Dr. D. C. Washington referred to him as a man of facts, 
faith and fire, and there can be no doubt that his message proved the validity 
of thsi characterization at every point. Dr. Jarrett chose as a subject for his 
address; “The duties and Responsibilities of the Gospel Ministry.” He empha- 
sized that “the duty of the Gospel Minister is to pursue his path of self sacri- 
ficing regardless of the danger of the task that may be just ahead of him.” He 
admonished his hearers to take heed unto themselves, for “self heed is the 
secret of public power for preparation of yourself is the preparation of your 
message.” Throughout his message Dr. Jarrett revealed a profound knowl- 
edge of the Bible. His message was delivered with force and power. After the 
address, the messengers voted unanimously to elect Moderator Jarrett for 
another term. All other officers were reelected with the exception of Rev. 
R. D. Abernathy who graciously resigned his position as statistician to devote 
his time to his newly elected post as Dean of the District Congress. Rev. J. C. 
Parker was elected to succeed Rev. Abernathy as statistician. The other offi- 
cers elected to succeed themselves were: Dr. M. C. Cleveland, Vice-Moderator; 
Dr. H. H. Johnson, Recording Secretary; Dr. A. W. Wilson, Corresponding 
Secretary; Rev. W. E. Robinson, T r e a ~ u r e r . ~  The body appointed Rev. M. L. 
King, Jr., to serve as reporter for the Association and all of its Auxiliaries. 

1 .  H. H. Johnson was pastor of Hutchinson Street Baptist Church from 1934 to 1971. A.  W. 
Wilson (1901-1989) was pastor of Holt Street Baptist Church from 1939 until his death. R. J. 
Glasco, pastor of First Baptist Church in Jaclcsonville, Alabama, and director of the Baptist Cen- 
ter in Montgomery, later served as chair of the Montgomery Improvement Association’s finance 
committee and secretary of its transportation committee during the bus boycott. 

2. Dennis Comer Washington (igo5-) was pastor of Seventeenth Street Baptist Church in 
Anniston, Alabama, from 1938 until 1959, when he became executive director of the Sunday 
School Publication Board of the National Baptist Convention. 

3. After moving from Atlanta to Montgomery in 1950, Abernathy served as dean of men at 
Alabama State College and pastor of Eastern Star Baptist Church in Demopolis before taking 
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One of the most significant notes of the Association was its endorsement of 
Dr. D. C. Washington and Dr. A. W. Wilson for the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent respectively of the Alabama State Baptist Convention. 

The session ended with overwhelming success, and it was the sentiment of 
the entire body that the Hutchinson Street Baptist Church serving as host 
under the dynamic leadership of Dr. H. H. Johnson along with the coopera- 
tion from other churches of the city manifested a hospitality that can hardly 
be surpassed. 

Respectively submitted, 
Rev. M. L. King, Jr., Rep. 

6 Nov 
1954 

PD. The Baptist Leader, 4 November 1954. Also in A-Ar. 

To Ebenezer Baptist Church Members 

6 November 1954 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Members of E benezer Baptist Church participated extensively in King’s installation 
as pastor at Dexter: King, Sr., gave the sermon, Alberta King played the organ, 
and the Ebenezer choir sang. “As I have said to you before,” King tells the church 
members, ‘you can never know what your presence in such large numbers meant to 
me at the beginning of my pastorate.” 

The Ebenezer Baptist Church 
The Rev. M. L. King, Sr., Pastor 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Members: 

I would like to take this way to express our deepest appreciation to you for 
the “big way” in which you helped to make our recent installation a great 
success. Words cannot adequately express my gratitude, and I assure you that 
your tremendous response to this occasion shall be remembered so long as 
the cords of memory shall linger. Both your presence and your financial con- 

over Montgomery’s First Baptist Church in 1952. A student activist during his undergraduate 
years at Alabama State, Abernathy shared Martin Luther King, Jr.’s social gospel outlook, and the 
two became close friends after King arrived in Montgomery in 1954. For biographical information 
on Abernathy, see note 142 in Introduction and Abernathy’s autobiography, And the Walls Came 
Tumbling Down (New York: Harper and Row, 1989). Marshall Cleophus Cleveland, Sr. (1882- 
1978), was the pastor of Day Street Baptist Church and chair of the board of trustees of Selma 
University. 
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