
To William H. Hester 26 Oct 
‘954 

26 October 1954 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

At the annual September meeting of the National Baptist Convention in St. Louis 
King had talked with Hester about preaching at his church near Boston. King and 
other African-American students in the Boston area often preached at Hester’s 
Twelfth Baptist Church in nearby Roxbury. 

The Reverend W. H. Hester 
37 Howland Street 
Roxbury, Massachusetts 

Dear Rev. Hester: 

I remember saying to you in St. Louis that I would let you know when I 
would be in Boston. As it stands now, I plan to be in Boston the week of the 
2nd Sunday in November. I will be available to preach for you on the 2nd 
Sunday. Please let me hear from you by return mail concerning this date. 

Our work here is going very well. We are getting real cooperation from the 
entire membership. 

I hope everything goes well with you and Mrs. Hester. Please give the 
family my best regards. 

Coretta is doing fine and sends her best regards to you and the family. 
With every good wish, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 116. 

To Benjamin Elijah Mays 

[October 19541 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

I n  a letter of 4 November, Mays accepted King’s invitation to preach the Men’s Day 
sermon on I O  July 1955.’ 

1 .  See Benjamin Elijah Mays to King, 4 November 1954, MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  
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Nov 
1954 Morehouse College 

Dr. B. E. Mays, President 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Dr. Mays: 

I am in the process of setting up  my program for the coming church year. 
The second Sunday in July has been set aside as the date for the annual Men’s 
Day. I am seeking each year to bring some of the great preachers of our 
nation to Dexter Avenue Baptist Church for this occasion. I would like to 
extend to you an invitation to preach the Men’s Day sermon on the 2nd Sun- 
day in July (loth), 1955. 

I am seeking to make this a big event for our church and the community at 
large. I sincerely hope that you can accept the invitation. Your presence as 
well as your message would mean so much to our church and to our commu- 
nity. Please let me hear from you as soon as possible concerning this matter 
so that I can proceed with setting up my church calendar. 

Our work here is going very well. We are getting superb cooperation from 
the membership at large. 

I hope everything goes well with you and I hope you continual success in 
the superb job you are doing at Morehouse. 

With every good wish, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
M L K/cs k 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 116. 

From Major J. Jones 

[November 19541 
Boston, Mass. 

Jones, King’s classmate at Boston University, praises King5 “Recommendations,” 
commenting speciJ;cally on his explanation of pastoral authority and the plan to 
centralize Dexter’s treasury.’ 

1 .  Major J. Jones (1919-) received his A.B. from Atlanta’s Clark College in 1941, his B.D. 
from Gammon Theological Seminary in 1944, his S.T.M. from Oberlin Theological Seminary in 
1950, and his Th.D. from Boston University in 1957. An ordained minister in the Methodist 
church, Jones served as a pastor and a district superintendent in eastern Tennessee from 1956 to 
1967. He served on the General Board of Education of the Methodist church; and the boards of 
directors of the Committee of Southern Churchmen and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. From 1967 to 1985, Jones was president of Gammon Theological Seminary. Since 
then he has been chaplain of the Atlanta University Center. His publications include Black Aware- 
ness: A Theology of Hope (1971) and Christian Ethics for Black Theology (1974). 306 
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