
Reverend M. L. King, Jr., Pastor 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Young-in-coming Doctor: 

Greetings and salutations! 
I have read with more than usual interest and satisfaction the recommen- 

dations made by you to Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. Please allow me to 
make one or two observations in regard to them. In the first place, the rec- 
ommendations give clear evidence of careful thought. The manner in which 
they are put together deserves praise. They are far-reaching in scope, and, 
happily, at several points depart from the beaten path. Secondly, Dexter Ave- 
nue has displayed the depth of its yearning for a constructive program by the 
mood in which it accepted the recommendations. Surely this is a favorable 
omen for your ministry in the Montgomery Community. The third observa- 
tion is in the form of an amber light. Organization is necessary for the ad- 
vancing life of any institution. Religious institutions, however, have to be on 
their guard always against over-organization. Hectic activity in the church in 
not necessarily an indication that the cause of the Kingdom is being pro- 
moted. I am confident that I am not telling you something which you do not 
already know full well. So this is written not in the spirit of accusing you of 
anything, but in the spirit of a reminder. 

When I reached nos. 12 and 13 on the list of recommendations, I found 
myself pausing and reviewing hastily the types of organizations already called 
for in the previous recommendations. When I completed the list I returned 
to these same two items to examine them for purpose. I don’t believe my 
questions regarding these two arise out of any bias against them as legitimate 
church activities. 

Let me close by saying that your two introductory paragraphs were beauti- 
fully and appropriately formulated. 

It is my hope and prayer that God will bless your ministry at Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church and in the whole city. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Melvin Watson 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box I 17. 

From Walter R. McCall 

2 1 October 1954 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

McCall accepts King’s invitation to speak at Dexter and asks King to be best man 
at his wedding. 

2 1  Oct 
‘954 
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2 1  Oct Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
1954 309 Jackson Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mike, 

Thanks for the letter today. To know that you and family are well, and that 
you are getting on excellently in your work was good news indeed. I had been 
just [insertion illegzble] wondering just waht had happened to you folk as I had 
written you before you left Boston, but upon second thought I discovered 
that work keeps one from writing leisure letters at times. 

As for me, things are going well, but I have been a bit under the weather. 
As a matter of fact, I went to the Johns Hopkins hospital this post summer 
school year. Stayed for one week. Everything was perfect as the doctors said. 
I had taken the worst beating of life the year I was away from Fort Valley. 
Stress, strain, hustle and bustle coupled with other things put me in a bad 
state. I am alright now, as it is over. 

About the wedding: It is progressing beautifully. My fiancee came down 
once to visit me as I have little time off. She is to be here on tomorrow. 
The wedding date is June, 1955. We will make definite plans at Christmas 
time. By the way, could you be my best man? If not, I will have Gunter if 
possible. 

Yes, I will be glad to be guest Youth Day Speaker. So, I shall put that date 
on my calendar. About the fifth Sunday, I cannot say with any degree of 
certainty. If possible I shall gladly attend. Reverend Smith and I planned to 
do something like that as of last Spring. 

Please give my best regards to Coretta. Be not deceived Mike, you are with 
a fine group of people. Therefore to know that they are cooperating is not 
surprising. Keep up your best, and you will find the best coming back. With 
all good wishes for a good year ahead, I am 

A pal, 
[signed] 
Mack 

{P.S. Enclosed is a snapshot of Annabelle in her summer attire here, send it 
back. Hello to Bob 8c Parker, Please.} 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

1 .  McCall refers to fellow Morehouse classmates, Robert Williams and J. C. Parker, Sr. Wil- 
liams was professor of music at Alabama State College for Negroes, and Parker was pastor of 
Hall Street Baptist Church in Montgomery. 
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