
3 Aug 
1954 

I hope you finish your work on your dissertation without any trouble. I met 
a professor from Boston U. while I was at Emory. He is Dr. John T. Greene, 
Professor of Marriage and family counseling at your institution. He is a very 
fine fellow who loves to talk. I know you won’t have any free time to visit, but 
if you should run into him, please give him my regards. 

We are all doing fine. Now we are trying to get ready for a few days f 
vacation, as soon as we finish a revival meeting out in the country. 

Kindest Regards, 
[signed] Francis. 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

From Nannie H. Burroughs 

3 August 1954 

The president of the Woman’s Auxiliary, National Baptist convention, invites 
King to speak at the group’s annual meeting in St .  Louis.’ 

Rev M L King Jr  
193 Boulevard N E 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Rev King: 

I am writing to invite you to be one of the Noonday speakers at our St Louis 

The theme of the Convention is “The Vision of the World Made New”. The 
meeting. 

time allotted for the message is twenty minutes. 

1 .  Nannie Helen Burroughs (1879- 1961) was an educator, religious leader, and social activist. 
Pivotal in the 1900 founding of the Woman’s Convention Auxiliary (WC) to the National Baptist 
Convention, Burroughs served as the WC’s corresponding secretary from 1900 to 1948 and as 
president from 1948 until her death. Under her leadership the organization, representing over 
one million black Baptist women, provided means through which women organized on state and 
local levels around religious, political, and social issues. In 1909 she founded the National Train- 
ing School for Women and Girls in Washington, D. C., which prepared women for jobs both in 
and outside the sphere of traditional female employment. A member of the National Association 
of Colored Women, Burroughs cofounded the National League of Republican Colored Women 
(1924) and lectured as a member of the Republican Party’s national speakers’ bureau during the 
igzos. In 1931 President Hoover appointed her to chair a special committee on housing for 
African Americans. 
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You are scheduled to speak on Thursday, September gth, and I hope it will 5 Aug 
'954 be possible for you to accept the invitation. 

Sincerely yours 
Nannie H Burroughs, President 
NHBh 

TLc. NHBP-DLC. 

From Walter R. McCall 

5 August '954 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

McCall congratulates King on his new position as pastor of Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church, a pulpit McCall had pursued himself. McCall also mentions his 
impending marriage and the difficulties he is experiencing in breaking off an 
earlier relationship. The latter woman's name has been deleted for reasons of 
privacy. Dudley is George W. Dudley, pastor of Liberty Baptist Church in  Atlanta. 

Dear Mike, 

It was good to hear from you the other day, and to know that all things 
seem to be going your way. I must admit, however, that I thought that you 
had forgotten the Ole Boy. Yet, I do understand what it means to keep busy. 
Last week, I called your home and was told that you would be in on Friday 
night, so I took for granted that you were not going to remain very long, as 
was pointed out in your letter. 

So, you will take over your church on the first Sunday, September? Very 
good! Long delay in matters of that nature can, at times, work havoc upon 
one, I suppose. People can become very disgruntled. I was talking to a young 
lady from Montgomery week before last. She and her whole family are mem- 
bers of that Church. They do, I am told, think highly of you. 

Well, as for me things are going very good for me, but I am working in very 
hot weather. Trying hard, however, to keep from over doing it. I am! During 
the past year, I worked rather hard, and now I find it inexpedient to drive 
during the summer months. 

By the way, things here from the lady angle. I am going to get married on 
June 14, 1954.' I would like to have you serve as the best man. The young 
lady to whom I plan to be married is an Annabelle Spann, of Chester, S.C. 
She is a girl who has impressed me more than any girl I have ever gone with. 

1 .  McCall meant 1955. 
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