
Please give my best regards to your lovely wife and to the kids. I am looking 
forward to seeing them in the near future. I hope for your continual success 
in your pastorship. When you have time be sure to [send?] me a line. 

Sincerely yours 
[signed] Martin King 

ALS. FESP. 

29 July 
1954 

From Francis E. Stewart 

29 July 1954 
Monticello, Ga. 

In his reply Stewart expresses concern about George W. Davis, King’s former 
professsor, under the Blanton administration. Clarice is Stewart’s wife. 

Dear Martin: 

Thank you very much for your good letter of July 26 which arrived this 
afternoon. I had suspected that Blanton was at the bottom of this shift, al- 
though I hesitated to say so. When he was down here earlier in the year he 
expressed some feelings of conflict, but it was directed more at Keighton and 
Batten. I am wondering about Dr. Davis and Keighton now, what do you 
think they are going to do as a result of all this? 

Personally, I feel that if Blanton can bring about a better relationship be- 
tween Crozer and Eastern so that the best factors of each school will be rep- 
resented it will be all for the good. To be ministers of the gospel I feel that we 
must have a profound concern for those we serve. On the other hand, I am 
equally concerned that we not sacrifice our reasoning powers for any cheap, 
shoddy sentimentalism. 

I do not know what the trustees had in mind when they brought Sankey 
to the seminary, but from what Dr. Davis said he has the backing of the 
trustees now. However, he seemed quite disturbed about the whole business. 
Sankey, as you very well know, is not what is [strikeout illegible] known as a 
tactful man. 

We had a very fine meeting at Emory and I enjoyed the fellowship va=y 
immensely. Unfortunately, Dr. Boyd wrecked his car coming over to the meet- 
ing and we did not get to hear him. I understand it was a pretty bad wreck, 
but I don’t think he was hurt too much. 

It would be a genuine pleasure to come over and preach for you in Mont- 
gomery sometime. Clarice’s mother lives at Langdale, Alabama which is 
about half-way between here and Montgomery so we go over that way fairly 
regularly. 

Let me know if you hear any more on the situation at Crozer. 
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3 Aug 
1954 

I hope you finish your work on your dissertation without any trouble. I met 
a professor from Boston U. while I was at Emory. He is Dr. John T. Greene, 
Professor of Marriage and family counseling at your institution. He is a very 
fine fellow who loves to talk. I know you won’t have any free time to visit, but 
if you should run into him, please give him my regards. 

We are all doing fine. Now we are trying to get ready for a few days f 
vacation, as soon as we finish a revival meeting out in the country. 

Kindest Regards, 
[signed] Francis. 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

From Nannie H. Burroughs 

3 August 1954 

The president of the Woman’s Auxiliary, National Baptist convention, invites 
King to speak at the group’s annual meeting in St .  Louis.’ 

Rev M L King Jr  
193 Boulevard N E 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Rev King: 

I am writing to invite you to be one of the Noonday speakers at our St Louis 

The theme of the Convention is “The Vision of the World Made New”. The 
meeting. 

time allotted for the message is twenty minutes. 

1 .  Nannie Helen Burroughs (1879- 1961) was an educator, religious leader, and social activist. 
Pivotal in the 1900 founding of the Woman’s Convention Auxiliary (WC) to the National Baptist 
Convention, Burroughs served as the WC’s corresponding secretary from 1900 to 1948 and as 
president from 1948 until her death. Under her leadership the organization, representing over 
one million black Baptist women, provided means through which women organized on state and 
local levels around religious, political, and social issues. In 1909 she founded the National Train- 
ing School for Women and Girls in Washington, D. C., which prepared women for jobs both in 
and outside the sphere of traditional female employment. A member of the National Association 
of Colored Women, Burroughs cofounded the National League of Republican Colored Women 
(1924) and lectured as a member of the Republican Party’s national speakers’ bureau during the 
igzos. In 1931 President Hoover appointed her to chair a special committee on housing for 
African Americans. 

282 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




