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To Joseph C. Parker, Sr. 

1 5 May 1 954 
Boston, Mass. 

Reverend J. C. Parker 
602 Shepard Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Parker, 

I think I mentioned to you that we were planning to ordain a group of 
deacons at Dexter. Well, I have decided to go through with it. I would like 
very much to have you preach the ordination sermon. It will be held at the 
church on the fifth Sunday, May 30, at 3:30 p.m. I would appreciate it if 
you would let me know immediately whether or not you can serve us on this 
occasion, so that I can proceed to plan the program. I certainly hope you 
can come. 

I hope everything goes well with you and your family. We are doing quite 
well and stydying hard as usual. 

As I remember, you were in the midst of your revival when I left. I am sure 
it went over in a big way. 

I will look forward to hearing from you immediately. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

TLc. MKLP-MBU: Box 116.  

To Leonard G. Carr 

'5 May '954 
Boston, Mass. 

King preached ut Caw's Vine Memorial Baptist Church on 25 April. 

Dr. Leonard G. Carr 
5317 West Master Street 
Philadelphia 3 1, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Carr: 

Just a note to again express my appreciation to you for giving me the op- 
portunity to preach in your great church. I will never forget the kindness that 
you have shown toward me in my ministry, and I only hope that I will be able 
to repay it someday in some little way. 266 
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I hope everything goes well with you and your family. Please remember me 

With best wishes. I remain, 

2 2  May 
to your charming wife. 1954 

Cordially yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 116. 

To Montgomery Pastors 

22 May ‘954 
Boston, Mass. 

In this form letter, King invites Montgomery pastors to the afternoon ordination 
service on 30 May (King misdated it as 29 May) of a group of deacons at Dexter. 
Among those ordained were H .  Council1 Trenholm, president of Alabama State 
College, and Dr. W. D.  Pettus, a physician. At the regular morning service King? 
sermon was “Loving Your Enemies.” 

Reverend [blank] 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Reverend [blank]: 

You and two of your deacons are invited to participate in the Ordination 
Service of a group of deacons at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. Your 
congregation is also invited to attend the service. The service will be held at 
the church on the Fifth Sunday, May 29, at 3:30 p.m. We would like for you 
along with your deacons to come about a half an hour before the service 
begins (ca. 3:oo p.m.), in order to form an ordination council. 

Will you kindly notify me by return mail whether or not you find it possible 
to accept this invitation. You may address your letter to the church. I assure 
you that your cooperation at this time will be highly appreciated. I am, 

Cordially yours, 
DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
R. D. Nesbitt, Clerk 
[signed] M. L. King, Jr. (n) 
M. L. King, Jr., Pastor 

TLSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 116. 
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