
13 May 
1954 

happened to be a student at one of our colleges in the South. She arranged to 
have him to speak to their assembly this winter, and they tell me he did a 
superb job. 

We hope some day to have you to come and help us in our work here, but 
things being what they are, I suppose they have to wait a little while until we 
can improve our facilities. If however, you will be passing through this way 
sometime, we would certainly want you to stop by and spend a few days with 
us, and of course to preach I would like that very much, but if such isn't 
possible, when we finish with our building, we will extend a formal invitation 
for you to conduct a special week long preaching mission. I hope at that time 
you will be able to accept. 

Vivit and Edward are doing quite well. Edward is now five years old, and I 
am beginning to be an old man. He will begin school next September. We are 
very proud at the way he is developing. We only hope and pray that he will 
continue in this way. 

Let me hear from you sometimes. With kind regards and best wishes to 
your family in Atlanta and there, I remain 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Whit 
H. Edward Whitaker 
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From R. D. Nesbitt 

'3 May 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

My dear Pastor: 

I too, am very sorry that I did not get a chance to see you again before 
leaving our city. Been looking everywhere for the ordination program and 
just got my hands on one to-day. This belongs to Brother McGhee so please 
return it when finished. This will let you see how it was done, however feel 
free to go about it as you desire as we have no set pattern for it to be done. I 
would like to suggest that you think inturns of Reverend Parker or Lamberth 
to deliver the ordination sermon.' This is only a suggestion. 

The organ dedication was one swell affair. It was simply grand and every- 
body who was present said so. Had a nice crowd inspite of the threat of rain 
all day. In our financial effort that morning we raised $1,017.25, and at the 
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264 bert was pastor of Maggie Street Baptist Church. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



recital in the afternoon $46.00 which to me was not bad. After all there was 
very little work or effort put into it by any of us. We hope to still get some 
more on Sunday. They started painting on the inside Monday. 

Trust everything goes well with you and the wife, and looking forward to 
two big Sunday’s with you present on May 30th and June 6th. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] Bro. Nesbitt. 

P.S.-Got the books for the deacons to be ordained to study. 

15 May 
1954 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: Box I 17. 

To L. Harold DeWolf 

15 May 1954 
Boston, Mass. 

The Theology Club mentioned in this letter was also known as the Dialectical 
Society, a group of black graduate students who met to discuss philosophical and 
political issues. I n  this letter to DeWolf, King thanks him for lecturing on “How 
the Kingdom Will Come.” According to another member’s notes on the lecture, 
DeWolfpresented two views of how Jesus expected the Kingdom to come: the 
apocalyptic view and the view that the Kingdom is already present. According to 
the report, DeWolf attempted to reconcile these two views, arguing that a solution 
“may lie in a synthesis of both views.”’ 

Dr. L. Harold DeWolf 
Boston University School of Theology 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. DeWolf 

Just a note to express again my appreciation to you for the interesting lec- 
ture that you gave to our Theology Club on last Monday evening. It was 
stimulating indeed, and I assure you that we all went away with a clearer 
insight into the meaning of the Kingdom and how it will come. 

Cordially yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 
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