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Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
396 North Hampton Street-Apt. 5 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Brother King, 

Just a note to say wherever the opportunity avails itself, it is with pleasure 
to have you in the pulpit of the Vine Memorial Baptist Church, therefore, we 
shall be looking forward to your being our guest speaker on Sunday April 
25th at the 10:45 A.M. service. 

Congradulations upon your call to the pastorate of the Dexter Avenue Bap- 
tist Church. My blessings go with you. 

With Best wishes I remain, 
Respectfully yours, 
[signed] 
Leonard Geo. Carr 
LGC:eb 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From R. D. Nesbitt 

i g  April 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Reverend M L King, Jr  
396 Northampton Street 
Boston, Massachussetts 

Dear Reverend King: 

We acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 14 in which you have out- 
lined the conditions on which you are able to accept the call to the pastorate 
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. In a church meeting on yesterday 
morning, the congregation agreed to the stipulations listed by you regarding 
the furnishing of the parsonage, the allowance of time to complete your stud- 
ies at Boston University, and the salary of $4200.00 annually. We note that 
you can not come on full time basis prior to September 1 at the latest. 

We are looking forward anxiously to your being with us again for the first 
Sunday in May to conduct our services and to hold whatever business meet- 
ing@) may be necessary or expedient. 

You will be interested to know that today we are beginning the dismantling 
of the old organ preparatory to the installation of the new one possibly by the 
end of next week. The Easter services were good on yesterday, and we are 
doing well. We would like as soon as possible to have a cut or a mat or a glossy 262 
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print of you for our publicity purposes for our Communion service for May, 8 May 
‘954 along if possible, with the subject of the message. 

With every kind personal regard, I am 

Faithfully yours, 
[signed] 
R D Nesbitt, Church Clerk 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From H. Edward Whitaker 

8 May 1954 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Whitaker mentions two mutual acquaintances from Crozer, Dean Charles E .  
Batten and Walter “Mac” McCall. Viuit and Edward are Whitaker’s wqe and 
son. 

Rev. Martin L. King Jr. 
396 Northampton Street 

Boston, Mass. 

Dear Mike: 

Apt 5 

I suppose you have wondered as to what happened to me during this year. 
It is a long story, too long to put in a letter. But I can say that 1 have been 
struggling with the matter of trying to build a Church here in our city. It is a 
very slow process, but I am glad to say we are making progress. We expect to 
begin our construction in about two weeks now, and probably will ready to go 
in it around the end of the year or the first of next year. It will be a wonderful 
accomplishment for our people when it is completed, and I know they will be 
very happy. 

How are you doing these days? You will probably be finishing your work 
there this summer. I am sure you have had a very busy and yet a most inter- 
esting stay in those parts. We are glad for you and hope for you much success 
in all of your endeavors. How is the Madam these days? And too how is the 
married man doing? It is a wonderful life. 

It is interesting to note that Dean Batten is leaving the Seminary this sum- 
mer. It came as somewhat a surprize to me, and yet I guess there are many 
changes taking place at the Seminary these days. I have not been back there 
but once since I left. The work here has been auful confining, but I think I 
can see the light and I will be moving around the country a little more after 
this year. 

I had a letter from Mac sometime ago and he seems to be doing alright. He 
was here with us last summer and he met some friends of our in Buffalo, who 263 
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