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program for this year. Thus far, I understand that they are planning to have 
men’s day, women’s day homecoming day and youth day. I felt that they 
should have waited before adopting this program. But, nevertheless you can 
master the situation. 

By the way, McCall came and fell through. The people forgot all about him 
as a prospect. 

But, the Church voted unanimously for you. 
Please remember that, what I have told you is to be kept strictly confiden- 

tially. I just wanted you to have some idea about the Church in advance o f  
your acceptance. But, please consider them. 

Yours in Christ, 
[signed] Rev. J. C. Parker 

P.S. Give our regards to your wife. 
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To Pulpit Committee, 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

io March 1954 
Boston, Mass. 

King expresses his appreciation for Dexter’s call and schedules a meeting with the 
pulpit committee. One week later, a Montgomery newspaper reported: “A call has 
been extended to the Reverend M .  L. King, Jr., to sewe as the pastor of the church. 
He has indicated through correspondence that he will be in the city for the first 
Sunday in April and it is hoped that the call can be accepted.”’ 

Pulpit Committee 
Mr. R. D. Nesbitt, Chairman 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Gentlemen : 

This acknowledges receipt of your telegram stating that I have been called 
unanimously to the pastorate of your church. Knowing the outstanding his- 
tory of your great church, I feel distinctly honored by your call. Please express 
my appreciation to the officers and members for extending to me this great 
honor. 

Because of previous commitments, I will be unable to meet with you on the 

258 1 .  Montgomery Examiner, 18 March 1954. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



date requested. However, it will be convenient for me to meet with you on the 
first Sunday in April. If this meets with your approval, I shall arrange to 
arrive in your city Saturday before the first Sunday. 

Respectfully yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

396 Northampton Street 
Apartment 5 
Boston, Massachusetts 
MLK: s j  

15 Mar 
1954 

With best regards I remain, 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 116. 

From R. D. Nesbitt 

15 March 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Reverend M L King, Jr 
396 Northampton Street (Apt 5) 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Reverend King: 

We appreciated very much your letter of recent date indicating that you can 
be with us for the first Sunday in April. This is quite satisfactory, as we shall 
be happy to have you serve our Communion for us on that day. There i s  also 
a possibility that we may wish to have you baptize about five candidates either 
at the morning hour or  at an evening service which we could plan. At present 
our pool i s  not in condition to be used, but it may be possible that it can be 
put into usable condition by that time; otherwise, we may plan to have the 
baptism in some other church’s auditorium and pool. These details can be 
cleared between now and that time. 

We are glad that you can come down on Saturday. We shall make plans to 
have a meeting with the officers on that night to try to clear some of the details 
respecting the call which we have extended to you and which we sincerely 
hope that you can accept. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
R D Nesbitt, Church Clerk 
CC: Brother T H Randall, Chr Deacons 
Loveless School 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Looking forward to seeing you within the next few weeks, I am 
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