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io March 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Parker, minister of Hall Street Baptist Church in Montgomery, counsels King to 
accept Dexter’s call.’ He confidentially infomns King of Dexter’s salary offer and 
McCallS second trial sermon. 

Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
396 Northampton St. 

Boston, Mass. 

My dear King: 

I am sure that you have been informed of your call to the pastorate of the 
Dexter Ave. Baptist Church. If you haven’t been informed already you will in 
the very near future. 

Any way, I certainly hope that you will accept this Church. I have told them 
all along that you were the man for them. I have told them further that I 
believed that you would accept them. Even though, I don’t know how you are 
thinking, I believe it will be to your advantage to accept this church. Further- 
more, I shall be very pleased to have you pastor in the city with me. 

Now confidentially, I should like to give you a slight idea of what they 
agreed to offer you for a salary. Of course, they may have told you. Anyway, 
they voted to offer you anywhere from $4000.0o to $4800.00 per year salary. 
This is the highest salary of any minister in the city. 

The members said that they wanted a minister who would stay with them a 
long time and not resort to teaching. Of course, I had them to know that no 
minister knew how long he would stay with a church. But, I told them that 
the type of salary they offered a minister would have a great deal to do with 
how long he stayed with them. 

I should like to say that, they have installed their officers and adopted their 
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program for this year. Thus far, I understand that they are planning to have 
men’s day, women’s day homecoming day and youth day. I felt that they 
should have waited before adopting this program. But, nevertheless you can 
master the situation. 

By the way, McCall came and fell through. The people forgot all about him 
as a prospect. 

But, the Church voted unanimously for you. 
Please remember that, what I have told you is to be kept strictly confiden- 

tially. I just wanted you to have some idea about the Church in advance o f  
your acceptance. But, please consider them. 

Yours in Christ, 
[signed] Rev. J. C. Parker 

P.S. Give our regards to your wife. 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: Box I 17. 

To Pulpit Committee, 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

io March 1954 
Boston, Mass. 

King expresses his appreciation for Dexter’s call and schedules a meeting with the 
pulpit committee. One week later, a Montgomery newspaper reported: “A call has 
been extended to the Reverend M .  L. King, Jr., to sewe as the pastor of the church. 
He has indicated through correspondence that he will be in the city for the first 
Sunday in April and it is hoped that the call can be accepted.”’ 

Pulpit Committee 
Mr. R. D. Nesbitt, Chairman 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Gentlemen : 

This acknowledges receipt of your telegram stating that I have been called 
unanimously to the pastorate of your church. Knowing the outstanding his- 
tory of your great church, I feel distinctly honored by your call. Please express 
my appreciation to the officers and members for extending to me this great 
honor. 

Because of previous commitments, I will be unable to meet with you on the 
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