
be very happy to have her if she can make it. Let me know when to expect 
you and whether or not your wife will accompany you. You probably under- 
stand that you will be our houseguest. 

Tell Alberta and your Dad that I saw them in the newspaper and that some- 
day I’ll work up to them in all these good trips to Hot Springs, etc., etc.’ 

17 Jan 
1954 

Cordially yours, 
[signed]JTB 
J T Brooks 

TLI. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

1 .  Hot Springs, Arkansas, was a meeting place of the National Baptist Convention. 

From Walter R. McCall 

17 January 1954 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

King’s friend from Morehouse and Crozer was also under consideration for the 
pastorate of Dexter Auenue Baptist Church. McCall had delivered a trial sermon 
several weeks earlier and reports in this letter that Dexter had invited him to return 
in February, two weeks after King’s trial sermon of 24 January. 

Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
193 Boulevard, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Mike, 
Both of your letters reached me, and I was very sorry that you were taken 

ill. Such often happens without our control, you know. It’s good that you were 
up in time to fulfill your preaching date. Hope things came out the way you 
wished them. 

Nevertheless, I was hoping that you could get down before you leave be- 
cause I have somethings I wanted to talk over with you, before I put them 
into operation. Perhaps you could give me someinsights (into them). 

Well, there is nothing happening down here so interesting. As expected, I 
have been working rather persistently especially since my secretary had to go 
to do practice teaching last qtr. Since I have a new one, many of my headaches 
are alleviated. 

Drop me a line if perchance you do not get back this way before leaving. 
Please tell Reverend King that I really appreciated what he did for me to 

cut down on my headaches resulting from closed businesses which prevented 
my shopping. Boy, your father is a man who will live as long as I live, and 
even as long as my sons and daughters, for I shall tell them of his kindness 
toward me. 
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25 Jan 
1954 

Well, Doc., how the news reach other schools about my being here I know 
not. I have two very important preaching engagements: one at Talladega and 
Florida A&M, Tallahassee; in addition to these, I’m preaching at Dexter on 
the Firts Sunday, February. A special delivery was here waiting my return with 
the hope that I fill the pulpit on 1st. Sunday, January. But that was too late. If 
you are that church, I would be glad to put in a plug for 
you. You may inform me. Take it from me, that is a Great Church, Mike. 
Much honor will go to the man who gets it. Frankly, I have fallen in love with 
those people. Don’t let anybody tell you that that church is such a hell raiser! 
It has some laymen, men who are concerned about the future of our preach- 
ing ministry among young men. That is a healthy sign. 

Do not forget me Doctor. Drop me a line every now and then. All my boys 
are gone from the “Fort”, so I am the only guy left here. I am void of intellec- 
tual companionship. Gals are rushing me and I am staying clear of them down 
here. For I want no “mess” from here out. 

Your Pal, 
Mac. 

TL. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

A. A. Banks, Jr., 
to Martin Luther King, Sr. 

2 5 January 1954 
Detroit, Mich. 

Banks, a friend of the King family and pastor of Second Baptist Church in 
Detroit, conjirms King, Jr.s preaching engagement at Second Baptist an 
February.‘ Banks refers to King, Sr.k sister, Woodie Clara King Brown, who lived 
in Detroit at the time. 

Dr. M. L. King, 
193 Auburn Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Dr. King: 
I received your letter of January 2 1 ,  1954 confirming the engagement of 

your son, Rev. M. L. King Jr., to preach for us on the fourth Sunday, Febru- 
ary 28, 1954 at ten-thirty o’clock in the morning. 

1 .  Allen A. Banks, Jr. (d. 1977). graduated from Bishop College with a B.A. and received an 
M.A. in economics from Howard University. He then received his B.D. in 1938 and his M.A. in 
1943 from Howard University’s School of Religion. From 1947 until his death he was pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in Detroit. In 1956, the congregation of Second Baptist would contribute 
over $2,600 to the Montgomery Improvement Association. 236 
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