
16 Jan Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
1954 193 Bauboard N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Rev. King: 

We are extremely glad you could accept the invitation to preach for us Janu- 
ary 17, '954- 

Your recommendation and every thing we have heard about you have been 
of the highest caliber. We want you to feel free and be assured that the mem- 
bership shall appreciate you. 

Unfortunately, I shall be out of town on Saturday, January 16, but will re- 
turn for the services Sunday and a conference with you. However, other offi- 
cers will be here to greet you. 

Should you drive, go directly to 1700 Oak Street, to the home of Mrs. T. A. 
Key or phone 4-1795, should you have any difficulty in finding it. Or better 
yet, go to the James A. Henry Branch Y.M.C.A. on East 9th Street and you 
will be properly directed. 

Should you come by train, get a taxi to Mrs. Key's home. We hope you can 
arrange to stay over through at least Monday night. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
G. A. Key, 
Chairman of Deacon Board 
First Baptist Church 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From J. T. Brooks 

16 January 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Brooks thanks King for agreeing to preach at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church on 
24 Januury and suggests how he could best promote the event. 

Dear M L: 

We are glad that you can come to us for the fourth Sunday. I am writing to 
ask that you send to me a mat or a cut or a photo for the newspaper, along with 
some factual information on yourself. I know some things about you, but I am 
sure there are some others which I do not know and which I shall need to know. 

Meanwhile, I would like to suggest that you plan a sermon which will not 
require too much dependence on a manuscript. If you can send the subject 
of your message and the text, it will help build up the attendance for the 
service . . . you know how congregations often are when they do not have a 

Wonder if Alberta would not like to come down with you. Tell her we would 
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be very happy to have her if she can make it. Let me know when to expect 
you and whether or not your wife will accompany you. You probably under- 
stand that you will be our houseguest. 

Tell Alberta and your Dad that I saw them in the newspaper and that some- 
day I’ll work up to them in all these good trips to Hot Springs, etc., etc.’ 

17 Jan 
1954 

Cordially yours, 
[signed]JTB 
J T Brooks 

TLI. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

1 .  Hot Springs, Arkansas, was a meeting place of the National Baptist Convention. 

From Walter R. McCall 

17 January 1954 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

King’s friend from Morehouse and Crozer was also under consideration for the 
pastorate of Dexter Auenue Baptist Church. McCall had delivered a trial sermon 
several weeks earlier and reports in this letter that Dexter had invited him to return 
in February, two weeks after King’s trial sermon of 24 January. 

Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
193 Boulevard, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Mike, 
Both of your letters reached me, and I was very sorry that you were taken 

ill. Such often happens without our control, you know. It’s good that you were 
up in time to fulfill your preaching date. Hope things came out the way you 
wished them. 

Nevertheless, I was hoping that you could get down before you leave be- 
cause I have somethings I wanted to talk over with you, before I put them 
into operation. Perhaps you could give me someinsights (into them). 

Well, there is nothing happening down here so interesting. As expected, I 
have been working rather persistently especially since my secretary had to go 
to do practice teaching last qtr. Since I have a new one, many of my headaches 
are alleviated. 

Drop me a line if perchance you do not get back this way before leaving. 
Please tell Reverend King that I really appreciated what he did for me to 

cut down on my headaches resulting from closed businesses which prevented 
my shopping. Boy, your father is a man who will live as long as I live, and 
even as long as my sons and daughters, for I shall tell them of his kindness 
toward me. 
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