
Personalism affirms that the body, as well as all matter, is a phenomenal 
appearance of the divine activity. In other words, the body is an appears 
of God’s activity, making communication between finite persons possible. 
It is not ontologically real, but only phenominally so. It is not intrinsic, 
but only instrumental. 

Now with such an emphasis Lamont’s difficulty is cast aside. If the 
body is only an appearance of God’s activity it is still soul that is ulti- 
mately real. 

Now Lamont may ask, if you say that the body is an instrument for 
communication between persons you are saying that the body is neces- 
sary? Certainly it is true that if immortality is real there must be some 
means of communication possible but one could answer that just as God 
provides a means of communication on earth through the body, he will 
provide a means of communication in an immortal state. 

So after all Lamont’s assertion that immortality is an illusion is not 
conclusively proved. The body which he is so concerned about as ulti- 
mately real may turn out to be mean a phenomenal appearance or oc- 
casion of the divine energizing 
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From L. Harold DeWolf 

30 December 1953 

De Wolf explains the delay in evaluating King’s qualifying examanations. 

Mr. King: 

I am sorry you have had to wait so long. Dr. Schilling left town before he 
had time to read the examinations and after his return we had to get together 
for consultation since our evaluations were not identical. 

Happy New Year! 

[signed] L Harold DeWolf 
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From G. A. Key 

12 January 1954 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Key, chair of the deacon board of First Baptist Church in Chattanooga and 
principal of Orchard Knob School, confirm King? preaching engagement. 233 
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16 Jan Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
1954 193 Bauboard N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Rev. King: 

We are extremely glad you could accept the invitation to preach for us Janu- 
ary 17, '954- 

Your recommendation and every thing we have heard about you have been 
of the highest caliber. We want you to feel free and be assured that the mem- 
bership shall appreciate you. 

Unfortunately, I shall be out of town on Saturday, January 16, but will re- 
turn for the services Sunday and a conference with you. However, other offi- 
cers will be here to greet you. 

Should you drive, go directly to 1700 Oak Street, to the home of Mrs. T. A. 
Key or phone 4-1795, should you have any difficulty in finding it. Or better 
yet, go to the James A. Henry Branch Y.M.C.A. on East 9th Street and you 
will be properly directed. 

Should you come by train, get a taxi to Mrs. Key's home. We hope you can 
arrange to stay over through at least Monday night. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
G. A. Key, 
Chairman of Deacon Board 
First Baptist Church 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 1 1 7 .  

From J. T. Brooks 

16 January 1954 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Brooks thanks King for agreeing to preach at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church on 
24 Januury and suggests how he could best promote the event. 

Dear M L: 

We are glad that you can come to us for the fourth Sunday. I am writing to 
ask that you send to me a mat or a cut or a photo for the newspaper, along with 
some factual information on yourself. I know some things about you, but I am 
sure there are some others which I do not know and which I shall need to know. 

Meanwhile, I would like to suggest that you plan a sermon which will not 
require too much dependence on a manuscript. If you can send the subject 
of your message and the text, it will help build up the attendance for the 
service . . . you know how congregations often are when they do not have a 

Wonder if Alberta would not like to come down with you. Tell her we would 
234 regular pastor. 
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