
Petition to the Boston University Faculty 

4 February 1953 
[Boston, Mass.] 

After postponing the examination in German until I O  October 1952, King failed 
it on the first attempt. Chester M .  Alter granted King’s petition to continue his 
coursework ‘Subject to passing German examination in February.” King passed the 
examination on 18 February. 

I am a graduate student in the field of Systematic Theology working toward 
the PhD degree. At present I have completed thirty seven hours toward the 
degree, and passed the French exmanination. I plan to take the German exami- 
nation on February 18, 1953. I have had the examination once, but unfortu- 
nately I did not pass it. Now, however, I feel that I can pass it with little diffi- 
culty. For more than two years now I have been a very close student of German. 

In the light of the above facts I petition the faculty for permission to take 
eleven hours this semester. It so happens that most of the courses which I 
took last semester are two semester courses, and to have to drop them at this 
point would be a definite loss in my doctoral studies. 
[signed] Martin Luther King Jr. 

ATFmS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

From D. E. King 

17 February 1953 
Louisville, Ky. 

D. E .  King, pastor of Zion Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, had met King 
in 1949 at the National Baptist Sunday School and Baptist Training Union 
Congress, which was associated with the National Baptist Convention. 1 

The Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
397 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 

My dear Brother King: 
We met in a casual way during the Congress session, in Memphis 1949. 

However, because of my friendship with your Dad and Mother, I feel that I 
am personally acquainted with you. 

4 Feb 
1953 

1 .  Dearine Edwin King (1910-) received his A.B. at LeMoyne College and his B.D. and M . A .  
at the Howard University School of Religion. He was pastor of Zion Baptist Church in Louisville 
from 1946 until 1963, when he became pastor of Friendship Baptist Church in New York. D. E. 
King also served as secretary of the National Baptist Convention. 
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March 
1953 

This letter is occasioned by the reply which your father made to an invita- 
tion for him to preach at our church. He could not come and recommended 
you. Because I had other plans in case he did not acacept, I found it incon- 
venient to invite you for this particular occasion. However, I thought we 
might work out an engagement with you for any regular Sunday morning 
and night as you return home from school this spring or summer. If this be 
possible please advise as to the time that you expect to return home. I am sure 
that your coming will be an inspiration to all of us, and especially the young 
people. 

With anticipation for sharing your fellowship and services, and praying 
God’s choicest blessing upon you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
D. E. King 

DEK:arb 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 117. 

To Otto R. Loverude 

Loverude, the pastor of First United Baptist Church in Lowell, Massachusetts, had 
invited King to speak for the church’s College of Missions on 12 April. In an 18 
February letter Loverude asked King to “tell us something of what it means to be a 
member of the minority race in the South.”l This draft of a reply to Loverude’s 
letter and the following one to D.  E .  King were written on the same page. The 
final versions of both letters have not been found. 

The Reverend Otto R. Loverude 
First United Baptist Church 
Church and George Streets 
Lowell, Mass. 

Dear Rev. Loverude: 

This i s  to acknowledge your letter of February 18. Following your sugges- 
tion I will use as a subject at the 5:30 discussion group: “What it means to be 

1 .  See Loverude to King, 18 February 1953, MLKP-MBU: Box 117. Loverude (1g00’1g73) 
received his B.D. from Northern Baptist Theological Seminary near Chicago and his M.A.  from 
Colgate Rochester Divinity School. He served as pastor of First United Baptist Church in Lowell, 
Massachusetts, from 1940 until 1955. 172 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




