
From Charles E. Batten 

29 October 1947 
Chester, Pa. 

Responding to King's letter of inquiry, Charles E.  Batten of Crorer Theological 
Seminary, who sewed the small Baptist seminary as regtstrar and librarian, 
introduces King to Crozer and invites his app1ication.l Batten discusses features of 
seminary lije that would be sign$cant for King, such as the 'yersonal contact" 
and "informality" the school encouraged among faculty and students. 

My dear Mr. King: 

I have your letter of October 27 inquiring about Crozer. Under separate 
cover I have sent you a copy of our latest catalogue together with a pamphlet 
entitled, "The Crozer Pattern." After you read this material, if you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to write me. 

I am enclosing herewith an application blank. If you are interested in com- 
ing to Crozer, I would suggest as early an application as possible. I think that 
it is good for men to decide as soon as possible where they wish to do their 
theological work. Then too, there is always the problem of accommodations. 

I do not know how well acquainted you are with Crozer but I am sure 
you will be interested in knowing that Crozer is fully accredited by the 
American Association of Theological Schools. We have an excellent faculty 
of consecrated Christian teachers who are leaders in their respective sub- 
jects. All full-time faculty members reside on the campus hence there is 
much opportunity for personal contact between students and professors. 
Life on the campus is marked by an informality and a high sense of commu- 
nity responsibility as professors and students face their respective tasks in 
theological education. 

In any graduate school the library is an important feature. Crozer has a 
complete and usable library with an open stack system. 

There is a wide offering in courses. The curriculum is marked by its flexi- 
bility. Because the school is a small one, attention can be given to the indi- 
vidual needs of students. Through an agreement with the University of Penn- 
sylvania, students at Crozer are admitted to courses in the Graduate Schools 
of the University in fields related to their seminary studies. Thus the re- 
sources of a large metropolitan university are available to Crozer students. 

I .  Charles Edward Batten (1910-1963) earned a B.S. degree from Temple University in 1935 
and a B.D. from Crozer in 1938. Batten was registrar at Crozer from 1938 to 1948, librarian 
from 1943 to 1948, and dean from 1948 to 1953. He became minister of education at an Epis- 
copal church in Winchester, Massachusetts, in 1954 and a professor of Christian education at the 
Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge in 1956. 
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I trust I shall hear from you. You may be sure of our interest in you and 31 Jan 
our willingness to cooperate in every possible way. 1948 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
Charles E. Batten 

TLc. CRO-NRCR. 

"Ritual" 

[25 September 1946-31 January 1948?] 
[Atlanta, Ga. ?] 

Probably written for a sociology course with Walter R. Chivers during King's 
junior or senior year, this paper is one of the few extant academic papers from his 
Morehowe years.' As a "pre-th[e]ological" student and major in  sociology, he 
grapples with the problem of writing "scientijically" about religious matters. I n  
this paper King considers both sacred and secular rituals, including those of 
the Ku  K l w  Klan and college fraternities. Chivers gave the paper an A - and 
commented: "This is a good analysis. Your thought is good. Learn to do two things: 
( I )  Proof read and correct your ms. before submitting it; (2) How to document and 
check your references." I n  this and other academic essays, King? citations are 
presented as notes in  the inner margin. 

I. Introduction 
11. Definition 

111. Classification of Ritual 
A. Sacred 

(a) Life Cycle Ritual 
1. Baptism 
2.  Birth 
3. Ritual Dances 
4. Marriage (sacred) 
5. Others 

I .  Walter R. Chivers (1896-1969) received an A.B. from Morehouse College in 1919. After 
graduating from the New York School of Social Work in 1924, he joined the Morehouse faculty 
as an instructor in sociology. In 1946 Chivers initiated an annual Institute on Successful Marriage 
and Family Living, sponsored by Morehouse. He remained associated with the college until his 
retirement in 1968. 
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